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Covid rules apply for social distancing, hand 

hygiene and masks. You will also need to show 

evidence of double vaccination (on phone or a 

paper copy) at the talk and for the excursion. 

 

Next Meeting – 11th November, 7.30 pm. 

Land Management in NSW – an overview of 

the legislation in relation to land clearing.  

Speaker –Beau Palmer. Beau will outline 

how the legislation is interpreted and put into 

practice. The impacts of the legislation on 

threatened species will also be covered.  

Beau is Senior Lands Services Officer - Land 

Management, Central Tablelands Local Land 

Services. 

 

Next Excursion – Sunday 14th November. 

Wambool Nature Reserve. 

Leader Helmut Berndt. 

Meet at Orange High Bus Bay at 9 am. 

 

Wambool is 20kms east of Bathurst so it will be 

a full day. Bring your lunch and other 

necessities. We will park on the road and walk 

along one of the trails some of which will be up 

hill. Helmut and Sally visited on Sunday 31st 

and said its definitely worth a visit as there was 

still a great variety of wildflowers and lots of 

sun orchids. 

 

The NPWS website says ‘the significance of 

Wambool relates to its unusual geology on the 

edge of the Bathurst plains. As the granite gives 

way to slates, shales, greywackes and quartz, 

the open grassland with scattered trees changes 

to a woodland of stunted trees with a rich 

understory of shrubs and herbs.’ 

 

Please register for the excursion at 

orangefieldnats@gmail.com 

 

 
Photo Helmut Berndt. 

 

Last Meeting – 14th October, 7.30 pm. 

Mosses and their close relations, liverworts, 

and hornworts – more important in the 

environment than you may realise.  

Alison Downing, Department of Biological 

Sciences, Macquarie University. 

Report by Richard Medd. Images by Jenny 

Medd.  

 

Those able to join our first fully-fledged Zoom 

presentation were indulged with an excellent 

and very professional overview into the 

intriguing world of bryophytes by Alison 

Downing, an Honorary Fellow of Macquarie 

University.  

Mosses, Liverworts and Hornworts 

[collectively bryophytes] are all green plants 

that descended from the earliest plants that 

NEXT MEETING 

 

 Thursday 11th November, 7.30 pm. 

Nguluway Ngurang Senior Citizens Centre 

North Room  
(Opposite side of carpark to Harris Farm) 

 
Land Management in NSW:  

an overview of the legislation in relation to 

land clearing. 

Speaker – Beau Palmer 
 

No Committee Meeting 
 

NEXT EXCURSION 

Sunday 14th November. 

Wambool Nature Reserve 

Leader Helmut Berndt 

 

Details below 

mailto:orangefieldnats@gmail.com
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moved from the sea to land. Alison detailed 

some of the key features distinguishing the three 

groups with an erudite and beautifully 

illustrated account of each and of how they 

adapted to the land.  

 

All are multicellular photosynthetic organisms 

having cellulose cell walls but lacking any 

vascular system, setting them apart from higher 

plants. Other features include their reproduction 

by spores [instead of seeds], existence of 

rhizoids [instead of roots] and the absence of 

leaf stomates. The rhizoids only provide 

anchorage as all nutrients and water are 

absorbed directly by stems and leaves. 

Bryophytes are all tiny, often inconspicuous but 

beautiful plants, making them a real challenge 

for the macro photographer – something that 

wasn’t lost on Nigel who so capably chaired and 

managed the Zoom presentation. 

Bryophyte garden forming a biocrust at our 

Nashdale home.  

 

Do watch the presentation recording [at 

https://www.orangefieldnats.com] to 

understand the differentiating detail of each 

division and appreciate the complexity of these 

seemingly insignificant plants. Enjoy also 

snippets from Alison’s various excursions 

around the world, including scree slopes in 

southern Chile and the Gurbantunggut Desert of 

north-western China.    

 

As an ecologist, I was blown away by the 

versatility and adaptability of bryophytes. If 

challenged, I might have said bryophytes are 

best at home in rainforests or cool moist 

habitats. Alison dispelled that misconception 

showing how they have evolved to fill almost 

every niche from peat bogs to alpine, even 

arctic, and sub-arctic areas, to scree slopes and 

extreme deserts, besides rainforests. Some have 

adapted to grow on animal dung, recruiting flies 

for spore dispersal.  Amazingly, viable mosses 

have been discovered from under a retreating 

glacier in the Canadian Arctic, after having 

been buried under ice for some 400 years. They 

achieve all of this diversity by various adaptions 

which Alison further eloquently explained and 

illustrated. Be amazed, for example, by the 

electron micrographs of hair ornamentation 

evolved in some desert species to manage water 

capture.  

 
Teaming up with lichens to protect a rock plate 

on Mount Canobolas. 

 

Apart from their exquisite beauty, fascinating 

biology and ecology, Alison amplified the 

vitally important carbon sequestration role 

Sphagnum peat bogs play. Also more generally, 

how bryophytes protect the earth’s biocrust, 

even if a few show a weed propensity. I couldn’t 

help thinking about how much Australia’s 

biocrust environment has been degraded, 

particularly on the inland plains; witness the 

waves of dust storms we endured during the 

recent prolonged drought.  Reassuringly 

however, in the absence of domestic animals in 

places like Mungo National Park, crusts can 

regenerate to cover almost 100% of the soil 

surface.  

 

Thanks again Alison for your excellent 

presentation and for sharing your impressive 

knowledge and worldly experiences to open our 

minds to the fascinating world of bryophytes. 

 

Last Excursion – Sunday 14th November. 

Mullion Ranges, Long Point Road, opposite 

Bosches Creek Forest Road. 

Leader and trip report Nigel Hobden. 
 

The group met at the Orange High school bus 

bay, less Steve and Tracey who arranged to 

meet on site and Cilla and Hai who 

unfortunately could not make the excursion. 

After running through the COVID 

requirements, sighting of double vaccination 

evidence we car-pooled wearing masks, and 

headed out along Burrendong Way. Trip leader 

Nigel Hobden led the way to make sure 

everyone followed and turned down Long Point 

Road. 

 

https://www.bing.com/search?q=orange+filed+naturalist&src=IE-SearchBox&FORM=IESR4S&pc=EUPP_
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With no actual parking area, the group pulled 

off the road at Bosches Creek Forest Road and 

found Steve and Tracey parked up at the 

designated location. A brief introduction by 

Nigel advised that he would lead us into 

Mullion Ranges along a designated fire trail and 

we would search for orchids and anything else 

of interest. Beau Palmer recorded birds 

observed and heard. Nigel advised that on a 

reccie the previous weekend there were many 

Donkey Orchids (Diuris brevissima, thanks to 

Col Bowers recent research) and many 

Paterson’s Flag (Patersonia sp.). However, the 

latter were not in flower on the excursion 

weekend. Bossiaea sp, a yellow pea flower was 

flowering in abundance not far along the trail. 

 

Walking along the fire trail through Stringybark 

and Scribbly Gum (Eucalyptus macrorhyncha 

and E. rossii) with keen eyes and a little 

chattering about Thursday nights Zoom 

presentation by Alison Downing on Mosses, 

Liverworts and Hornworts. During the walk we 

took the opportunity to explore mosses of 

different varieties. There were lots of flowers of 

the colour purple with little native violets, 

Hardenbergia violacea, Glycine sp., 

Brachyscome sp. a little daisy and Indigophera 

australis. 

 

One of the Paper Daisy’s - Coronidium 

scorpioides – was in flower and very attractive 

to the eye and insects. One of the first delightful 

finds was a group of 20 individual flowers of a 

Spider Orchid Caladenia atrovespa all within 

about half a square metre. Next were some buds 

of the Bearded Orchid (Calochilus sp.) and 

nearby a Glossodia major orchid flower not 

recorded in Bionet for this location. 

Coronidium scorpioides – a Paper Daisy. 

Photo Nigel Hobden. 

 

Next exciting find coincided with our morning 

tea stop, whilst Glen pulled out his small fuel 

stove to boil up a billy for tea; Jenny Medd 

stepped off the fire trail and spied Brown Beaks 

(Lyperanthus suaveolens). This stirred up the 

orchid photographers (Nigel below) into 

crouching and lying on the ground to capture 

that delightful shot. 

 

 
Photo Jenny Medd. 

 

 
One flower on a spike of Lyperanthus 

suaveolens, Brown Beaks. Photo Nigel Hobden. 

 

Highlights on the bird spotting were a Spotted 

Quail-thrush and an Olive Back Oriole 

(pictured below).  

Photo Nigel Hobden. 

 

After wandering on the track a little further we 

turned and headed back to the cars for an 

impromptu diversion to a spot that Nigel has 
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been visiting for a couple of years. We took 

lunch whilst sitting in an orchid patch of 

Caladenia atrovespa and Caladenia clavigera / 

C. fitzgeraldii (Authors note: the jury is still out 

on this one. We will need to wait until next year 

as a week later the flowers were pollinated and 

closed). There were also unopened flower 

spikes of Sun Orchids (Thelymitra sp.). 

 

On the way home we took a small detour into 

the Mullion Creek village green to see clusters 

of Golden Cowslips (Diuris behrii) and one tiny 

Greenhood orchid flower spike. These brought 

the total number of orchid species observed for 

the day to twelve. 

Diuris behrii, Golden Cowslips. Col Bower 

commented ‘the bee is probably Lasioglossum 

lanarium, which often spends a lot of time 

hiding in yellow flowers and may even appear 

comatose.’ Photo Rosemary Stapleton. 

 

Birds List from track opposite Bosches 

Creek Forest Road, thanks to Beau Palmer. 

Crimson Rosella  

Eastern Rosella 

White-throated Treecreeper 

Spotted Pardalote 

Brown Thornbill 

Striated Thornbill 

Buff-rumped Thornbill 

Australian Magpie 

Sulphur Crested Cockatoo 

Pied Currawong 

Yellow-faced Honeyeater 

Superb Fairywren 

Laughing Kookaburra 

White-winged Chough 

Spotted Quail-thrush 

Silvereye 

White-browed Scrubwren 

Black-faced Cuckooshrike 

Olive-backed Oriole 

Willie Wagtail 

Grey Fantail. 

OFNCS Committee News 

No submissions written this month and no other 

business.  

 

Spring Creek Bird Survey, 3rd October 2021 

Report and photos Rosemary Stapleton. 

 

Sunday 3rd seemed like the only sunny day 

forecast in late September early October, so 

Cilla decided it was a good day to do the Spring 

Creek quarterly survey. It was also good timing 

as the Peregrine eggs were due to hatch and she 

would be much busier once there were chicks. 

When I woke and looked outside, I wondered 

was it fog, rain or had I just mixed up my alarm 

because of the change to daylight saving 

overnight? However, the five of us, Cilla, Nick, 

Leanne, Nigel, and myself decided to trust that 

it was going to be fine and met up at the 

reservoir gates at 9am.  

 

The water level continues to be very high, and 

the waterbirds very spread out. Grey Fantails, 

Reed Warblers and Sacred Kingfishers had 

returned.  Groups of Silvereyes were foraging 

in the trees coming into leaf along the water’s 

edge and three Double-barred Finches showed 

themselves.  A pair of Whistling Kites was also 

observed, plus a falcon, probably a Peregrine. 

 

Australian White Ibis and Little Black and Little 

Pied Cormorants flew over in singles or pairs, 

perhaps disturbed by two people rowing in 

many parts of the reservoir. The Great Crested 

Grebes and duck species tended to be close to 

the water’s edge on both sides of the reservoir. 

Unfortunately, there were no Blue-billed Ducks 

seen. 

 

As we reached the wall and the clump of 

Radiata Pines around the Kinross Boat Shed we 

heard two cuckoo calls: a Pallid Cuckoo  and a 

Horsfield’s Bronze Cuckoo. The Willie Wagtail 

we often see there was enjoying the puddles in 

the road in front of the wall as was a pair of 

White-browed Scrubwrens (one below).  
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The clouds had cleared away and it had turned 

into a pleasant sunny morning. We also noticed 

several groups of large kangaroos. One group of 

four were all females with their joeys’ faces and 

legs sticking out of their pouches (below). 

 

 
 

On our return the cry of ‘Tern’ went up and we 

noticed five Whiskered Terns doing circuits 

around the northern part of the reservoir.  This 

was quite a rare sighting. The total number of 

species seen was forty-eight. 

 

Thanks to everyone for coming and sharing the 

birding. 

 

Mt Canobolas Update 

Text and photos Rosemary Stapleton. 

 

This view below of the start of the Federal Falls 

Track shows just how wet it has been in 

October. With temperatures warming up things 

have started to move with many species starting 

to flower. Diuris and Caladenia orchids are 

appearing with more buds to open if they don’t 

get nipped off.  

 

 

Col has been busy monitoring the Caladenia 

fitzgeraldii with some new plants found but 

only a few flowering this year. Twice weekly 

orchid searches will be led by Col with the first 

one held on 30th October.  

 

 
Intrepid orchid surveyors – left to right, Isobel 

Colson, Steve Woodhall, Col Bower, Andrew 

Rawson, and Helmut Berndt. 

 

Both Towac Picnic Area and the Walls were 

still fenced off last weekend. NPWS are doing 

final checks on the new information signs for 

the SCA. I noticed a new entrance sign being 

erected at the eastern entrance to the SCA. Due 

to ongoing staff changes in NPWS Jack Fry will 

continue as ranger at least for the next six 

months but hopefully longer.  

 

Canobolas Conservation Alliance Update 

Report by Jenny Medd. 

 

Our regular Zoom meetings were 

held on October 4th, followed on 

November 1st by an A.G.M. and 

then general meeting. 

 

During the month Andrew Rawson continued 

with presentations to both Orange CWA and 

ECCO, as well as media interviews for 

television, radio and the Central Western Daily. 

It has been pleasing to see a mix of people 

sending Letters to the Editor, and especially 

pleasing to read the article from October 28th 

reporting the formation of the Gaanha-bula 

Action Group, consisting of Wiradjuri Elders 

and others from the wider local Indigenous 

community. 

 

The Alliance has also been delighted to share 

(on Facebook) some of the booklet “Sanctuary,” 

written by Canobolas Public School Year 6 

(2020) students. For those who are not 

Facebook users, we hope to make it accessible 

on our re-vamped website shortly --- with 
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apologies to those who may have tried recently 

to access the old website which unfortunately 

crashed in mid-October. 

 

The A.G.M., held on Monday November 1st, 

resulted in the election of the following:  

President: Andrew Rawson; 

Secretary/Treasurer/Publicity: Jenny Pratten; 

with a supporting Committee of Nick King, 

Rosemary Stapleton, Helmut Berndt, Jenny 

Medd, Sandra Chrystall, Robert McLaughlin 

and Haidee Edwards. The position of Vice-

President has not yet been filled. Membership 

fees remain unchanged and will fall due in 

January for the 2022 calendar year. 

 

CCA will be working with several other groups, 

under the umbrella of Nature Conservation 

Council, forming a working group to tackle the 

issue of mountain biking in National Parks and 

reserves. 

 

Peregrine News 

Report and photo by Cilla Kinross. 

The peregrine family is going well. This chick 

hatched on 8th October. it seems that we will 

only have one chick this year as the other eggs 

are not going to hatch now. Even Diamond has 

given up. The chick took its first 'walk' last 

week and is thriving. The average time from 

hatch to fledge (first flight) is 42 days, so this is 

expected about 19th November.  

We don't know yet the sex of this chick. Males 

mature a little quicker than females, so at this 

age (2.5 weeks) they are of similar size. It does 

seem rather large, but that might be just because 

it is so well fed, being a sole chick.  

We had a competition to name the chick and the 

winning name was Yurruga, Wiradjuri for 

'sunny' and, so far, it does seem to have a sunny 

disposition. No doubt it will become more feisty 

and aggressive as it grows.  

The picture shows the male Xavier (on left) 

bringing a starling, being taken by Diamond to 

feed the chick early one morning. 

 

To keep up-to-date with the family, head 

to https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qbPu_rc

U79c 

If reading this in hard print, use a search engine 

and put in ‘Box cam, Falconcam Project'. 

Diuris Orchid Identification 

In a recent email to those involved in orchid 

searches Col Bower gave the following view of 

the identification of some of the local Diuris 

orchid species. Col has given approval for it to 

be included in the newsletter. 

‘You will probably all be familiar with David 

Jones new book, ‘A Complete Guide to the 

Native Orchids of Australia’.  In it he asserts 

that Diuris pardina is confined to South 

Australia. Which begs the question, what are 

the orchids we have been calling pardina in the 

Orange district? 

Yesterday (10/10/2021) I went out to the 

Bowhunter’s Reserve and photographed a very 

dainty pardina-like species, with small flowers, 

round petal blades, large labellum lateral 

lobes, short labellum main lobe. Trolling 

through Jones I think this is Diuris brevissima. 

Check out the drawings on page 225 for 

comparison with these photos.  Similar plants 

occur in Wambool Nature Reserve near 

Bathurst and Jones notes it for Abercrombie 

Caves Reserve. No doubt it occurs elsewhere in 

the Mullion Ranges. 

I also note that Jones considers that Diuris 

semilunulata occurs on Mt Canobolas as an 

outlying population (the main occurrences are 

in the ACT). So, what we have been calling D. 

pardina on the mountain is D. semilunulata, 

which is quite different from D. brevissima. It 

also represents yet another bit of unusual flora 

in the SCA. 

Further out in places like Cargo Common and 

Kerr’s Creek is D. maculosissima, which has 

bigger flowers than brevissima. Further out 

again in much drier country is D. goonooensis. 

Around Wellington is a fairly restricted form 

called D. althoferi.’ 

Dates for your Diary 

 

6 November - Nature Conservation Council 

AGM. For those already registered. 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qbPu_rcU79c
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qbPu_rcU79c
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Community Engagement and Planting Days 

with Bill Josh (mob: 0407 256 791). 

10am to midday finishing with a barbecue. 

• Coogal Wetlands on 7/11/21  

• Detention basin bank on the corner Clergate 

Rd and Quartz Street on 13/11/21  

• Waratah Wetlands on 21/11/21  

• Black Sallee Reserve on 28/11/21 – 

Wildflowers Walk 

• Millard Park on 5/12/21  

• Lake Canobolas, (Lake Care) on 19/12/21  
 

Friday 12 – Sunday 21 November.  

Frog ID Week.              

Every frog species makes a unique sound. Use 

the free FrogID app, to identify the frogs you 

hear. Just submit your recording and the experts 

will identify it and email the results. 

 

Postponed until further notice - Central 

West Councils Environment and 

Waterways Alliance Conference. 

The theme is Conservation in Action – climate, 

bushfires, wildlife. 

 

Postponed to 15-16 February 2022 – 

Listening to the Lachlan Conference, Forbes. 

Details here. 

 

2022 Cowra Woodland Bird Surveys,   

Dates for 2022 are 12/13 February; 23/24 April; 

23/24 July; 15/16 October.   Malcolm Fyfe has 

retired as Survey Co-ordinator and the February 

surveys will be co-ordinated by Julian Reid. 

Contact Julian at julianr@homemail.com.au 

 

Sightings around Orange 

If you see anything interesting, please email 

orangefieldnats@gmail.com or post it on 

Facebook.  

 

Plants 

 

Gooloogong- Kangarooby area Orchids 

Ruth Workman has spotted flowers of 

Pterostylis boormanii or Sikh’s Britches as well 

as Cyrtostylis reniformis, or the Common Gnat 

Orchid. 

 

The Falls, on Summer Hill Creek 

Hai regularly explores this area. On his recent 

visit on the 30th October he spotted a number of 

orchid species including this Pterostylis rufa 

syn. Oligochaetochilus rufum.  

 

Col commented ‘Twenty plants is a good 

population. I know it also occurs around some 

of the rock outcrops on the way to the Falls. 

This area has the best populations of rufa in the 

Orange district (that we know about).’ 

 

 
Pterostylis rufa. Photo Hai Wu. 

 

Hai also spotted lots of white orchid flowers 

including Caladenia dimorpha. 

 

‘Things with Wings’ 

 

Spotted Quail-thrush 

These birds, that are usually very difficult to 

see, have been less shy recently. Beau spotted 

one on the October excursion and Hai had great 

sightings of a pair at The Falls. Normally seen 

on the ground this pair were in a tree and Hai 

managed to even get a video of one singing. 

Cilla commented that she has also seen them in 

recent times at 4th Crossing and in North 

Mullion State Forest. 

 

 
Male Spotted Quail-thrush. Photo Hai Wu. 

 

Superb Fairywren – Nick commented that the 

Fairywrens that hang around his place have 

even more attitude now that they have been 

crowned the 2021 Australian Bird of the Year.   

 

Koel heard by Catherine in North Orange. 

https://nsw.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=da197293275843f5cee180fa3&id=d11b76e240&e=3a83f855b1
https://nsw.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=da197293275843f5cee180fa3&id=a63a111302&e=3a83f855b1
https://listeningtothelachlan.com.au/
mailto:orangefieldnats@gmail.com
https://plantnet.rbgsyd.nsw.gov.au/cgi-bin/NSWfl.pl?page=nswfl&lvl=gn&name=Cyrtostylis


8 

 

 

Leanne Huxley has seen some great birds in the 

last month. Her list includes lots of cuckoos; 

Pallid, Fan-tailed, Horsfield’s and Shining 

Bronze Cuckoos as well as 2 Brush Cuckoos 

in Clifton Grove Reserve. 

Nankeen Night Heron - Spring Creek 

Reservoir  

White-winged Triller - Pretty Plains and 

Spring Creek Reservoir. Bernie Huxtable also 

reported a Triller at the Reservoir. 

Singing Honeyeater - Botanic Gardens 

Leaden Flycatcher - Pinnacle Reserve and 

Clifton Grove Reserve. 

 

Aussie Backyard Bird Count 

A record number of counters were  involved in 

the 2021 count from 18-23 October. Together 

they counted just under 5 million birds! The 

screenshot below, of locations where surveys 

were done in Orange,  shows we contributed to 

the record count. Final results will be released 

in December.  

 

Fungi 

Hai photographed this fungus (below) at The 

Falls which he thinks looks like Lentinus 

arcularius as shown on the LLS's flyer.  

 

 
Photo Hai Wu. 

Reptiles and Amphibians 

 

Blotched or Southern Blue-tongue Lizard 

(Tiliqua nigrolutea).  Very different Blue-

tongue seen by Rosemary crossing the Crater 

Track Road in Mt Canobolas SCA. 

Unfortunately, the lizard was picked up and 

placed in the grass before I was able to get a 

photo. At the same location frogs were calling 

in Towac Creek and using the FrogID app these 

have been identified as Eastern Banjo Frog 

(Limnodynastes dummerilii) and as usual 

Common Eastern Froglet (Crinia signifera). 

 

Correction 

 

In the ‘From the Archives’ Supplement sent 

with the October Newsletter there was a photo 

of Jennifer Kenna and Jill Campbell. Jennifer 

emailed to say ‘the photo was on third crossing 

creek in Nangar N.P.   Just above the waterfall 

we turn left up another creek which then 

eventually takes us up towards the summit.   I 

was on the committee from 1975 until 2002 just 

before I left Orange in 2003.  I was only 

secretary for one year whilst Chris Pratten was 

there and we were still having meetings at the 

TAFE, but I can't remember when this was. 

Most of the time that I was president I produced 

the newsletter as well.’ 

 

Creature of the Month 

Black-faced Cuckoo-shrike, Coracina 

novaehollandiae. 

Text and photos Rosemary Stapleton. 

 

Some months it is hard to decide what to feature 

as Creature of the Month. Jenny Medd had 

looked back at previous newsletters and 

suggested the there had been fewer birds 

featured than other species. So, when I watched 

a pair of Black-faced Cuckoo-shrikes building a 

nest near the picnic table at Orange View it 

became an obvious choice. 

 

The Black-faced Cuckoo-shrike is a light bluish 

grey bird with a black face and throat often seen 

in the Orange area. Its underparts are white, 

washed grey with its wings and broad tail 

having black margins. The tail has a white tip. 

It is a reasonably large bird averaging 30-36 cm 

in length. A characteristic of the Cuckoo-shrike 

is its ‘shuffling’ of its long wings when it 

lands…. resulting in it sometimes being called 

Shufflewing.  

 

Black-faced Cuckoo-shrikes may mate with the 

same partner each year and may use the same 
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territories year after year. It breeds August to 

February and once or twice a year. The nest is a 

shallow cup of fine dry twigs, small pieces of 

bark, dry grasses, and needles, often Casuarina 

needles.  The nest is built on a horizontal limb 

or in a fork 6-20m high. It is attached to the 

branch by spider’s web. It was fascinating to 

watch the pair at Orange View ‘wiping’ the web 

they had collected around the fork (see video on 

Facebook). Spider’s web is also used to bind the 

nest material together.   

 

 
Black-faced Cuckoo-shrikes nest building on 

24/10/2021. Note the spiders web on the beak of 

the bird on the left.  

 

Rough barked trees are favoured. This was the 

case at Orange View, but I have also seen nests 

in a rough dead fork of a  Yellow Box. Two to 

three blue-green to olive-brown tapered oval 

eggs that are blotched or spotted are laid. Nests 

are often well concealed, but they can also seem 

very inadequate when the chicks are about to 

fledge. 

 

 
Black-faced Cuckoo-shrike fledglings in a 

Yellow Box tree at Cudal.  

 

Plumage of juveniles is softer and finely 

scalloped  white and black-brown. The 

immature birds can be confused with the less 

common White-bellied Cuckoo-shrike. Both 

have a paler chin and throat  with a broad black 

eye stripe from bill to near its ear-coverts. 

 

Black-faced Cuckoo-shrikes are found in 

forested and wooded habitats where there are 

clearings, as well as in urban areas and farmland 

where there are still trees. They feed on insects 

and other invertebrates and forage in foliage but 

also take prey in flight as well as from the 

ground. I’ve often seen them perching on and 

hawking from fencelines. Some fruits and seeds 

are also eaten. 

 

Once known their call is easily identified  and is 

described as musical, rolling, churring as well 

as a cher, chereer. 

 

 
A week later one of the Black-faced Cuckoo-

shrikes on the nest near Orange View. 

 

They can be seen singly, in pairs or small groups 

and are widespread across Australia. Many 

birds from southern Australia migrate north in 

winter with some mainland birds reaching 

northern Australia and New Guinea. Here they 

can be called Summerbirds. There are 3 

subspecies. 

 

Information Sources 

Australian Museum Factsheet - 

https://australian.museum/learn/animals/bir

ds/black-faced-cuckoo-shrike/ 

 

Beruldsen, G.  2003. Australian Birds  their 

nests and eggs. Self-published. 

 

Pizzey, G. and Knight, F. 2007. Field Guide 

to the Birds of Australia. Angus and 

Robertson, Sydney. 

  

https://australian.museum/learn/animals/birds/black-faced-cuckoo-shrike/
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OFNCS Excursion Long Point Road, opposite Bosches Creek Forest Road, Mullion Ranges. 

Left to right – Sandra Chrystall, Jenny Medd, Glen Griffiths, Steve Woodhall, Peter Toedter, Tracey 

Sorensen, Beau Palmer, Isobel Colson, Nigel Hobden. Photo Rosemary Stapleton. 

 

 

 

Annual Subscriptions. To join please send your cheque or money order made out to "OFNCS" to the 

Hon. Treasurer, Dr Dick Medd, OFNCS, PO Box 369 Orange NSW 2800.  

EFT payments to  BSB 802 129: Account 100014678:  

    O F N & Cons Soc Inc.  

Please be sure to identify payments with your name and send confirmation to 

orangefieldnats@gmail.com 

 

Subscription rates: 

Single member – $25     Concession rate (emailed newsletters) – $12.50 

Each additional family member – $5  Concession rate (printed newsletters) – $25  

Note: concession rate is for bona fide pensioners and students only 
_____________________________________ 

 

This Newsletter is produced for OFNCS by the Editor, Rosemary Stapleton. Views expressed herein are not 

necessarily those of the Society. Items should not be reproduced without permission of the Editor. 

  

Orange Field Naturalist & Conservation Society acknowledges the traditional custodians of the land, including 

the people of the Wiradjuri Nation, and we pay our respects to Elders past, present and future. 

 

Orange Field Naturalist & Conservation Society, PO Box 369, Orange, 2800  

orangefieldnats@gmail.com   www.orangefieldnats.com  www.facebook.com/ofncs/ 
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