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Last Talk: Border Sands to the Grampians, 

Volcanics and Granites. 

Presenter and photos Nigel Hobden. 

Report Rosemary Stapleton. 

 

Nigel took us on a self-guided road trip to some 

unique landscapes in western NSW and 

Victoria. His daughters travelled with him for 

10 days in November 2019 and revisited past 

holiday destinations as well as new ones. Along 

the way they also stopped to view the silo art. 

It started hot (45 degrees) and speedy (almost 

120 km/hr) through Hay and to the Perry 

Sandhills just west of Wentworth. These 

continuously moving sand dunes cover 333 

hectares and were formed by wind erosion 

following the last Ice Age.  This was 

demonstrated when they tried to replicate a 

photo of a tree from their last trip and it was now 

almost covered by sand.  

 

Waterbirds were the focus at Lake Benanee near 

Euston and a Sand Monitor (Varanus sp.) posed 

nicely for Nigel (below).   

 

Heading into Victoria Nigel explored Murray 

Sunset National Park and the Border Track. The 

National Park contains several salt lakes that 

first came to European notice in 1911, although 

European explorers passed by as early as 1840. 

The Pink Lakes Area is so named as an alga 

(Dunaliella salina) grows in the water and when 

exposed to sunlight produces beta-carotene, the 

red pigment also found in carrots. Salt mining 

ceased in 1979 and the relics can be seen around 

the lakes, including the timber corduroy road 

(below) which was used to mine beyond the 

edge of the lake.  

 
 

Nigel highlighted the difference in scale 

between Orange and this area of Victoria. They 

climbed Mt Crozier, all of 111 metres, however 

NEXT MEETING 

 Thursday 10th December, 7pm. 

Senior Citizens and Pensioners Centre 
(Opposite side of carpark to Harris Farm) 

 

This is a planning meeting where the 

Committee maps out a program for 2021. 

Members are welcome to attend or give 

suggestions. There is no talk. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CHRISTMAS GATHERING 

Sunday 13th December, 5.00 - 7.00 pm. 

Environmental Learning Centre (ELF), 

Orange Showground, Leeds Parade. 

 

BYO everything – food, drink, utensils and 

chairs. This is our December excursion. It’s a 

relaxed get together with members of ECCO. If 

the weather is hot or stormy we can sit inside 

or if a great day we can relax outside under the 

large oak tree. The ELF has a kitchen.  

 

Newsletter –The next newsletter will be for 

February. If you have something interesting to 

share, please email to: 

orangefieldnats@gmail.com 

 

Facebook – Jenny Pratten would also like 

photos and items for Facebook. Please email 

Jenny at gopratto2014@gmail.com 

 

 

 

mailto:orangefieldnats@gmail.com
mailto:gopratto2014@gmail.com
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Nigel’s photos of the sweeping vistas across the 

lakes showed a different scale to views around 

Orange. The area is accessible to 2WD as well 

as 4WD but can be challenging. Luckily, a light 

shower of rain made driving much easier for 

Nigel. 

 

Next came Little Desert National Park where 

Nigel again tried his 4WD skills as it is sandy 

heath country. His videos showed that 

sometimes it was easy to drive the tracks but at 

other times he needed a second attempt. While 

this park is named a desert, it receives around 

400mm of rain annually, twice the amount used 

to define a desert in Australia. The park 

commenced in 1955 to protect 217 hectares of 

Mallee Fowl habitat and has been extended to 

cover 132,000 hectares. 

 

Travelling south to the Grampians, or Gariwerd, 

gave a change of scenery and scale. Here the 

walking tracks allowed stunning views of 

sandstone cliffs, like The Pinnacle and 

waterfalls, such as Mackenzie Falls (below).  

 

The birds were 

more co-operative 

with Nigel 

capturing photos 

that included 

Long-billed 

Corellas, a Scarlet 

Robin and a 

Wedgetail Eagle 

being chased by a 

Currawong. They 

visited the Manja 

Rock Shelter to 

see the 22,000 

years old artwork 

of the Djab 

Wurrung and 

Jardwadjali people. 

 

The volcanic landscape of the Kanawinka 

Global Geopark and Geotrail were the last areas 

that Nigel showcased. Mt Napier State Park 

includes Mount Napier, which is quite young, 

as it only erupted 10,000 years ago. The 

Byaduck Cave was formed from a lava flow and 

Harman’s 1 Cave is a lava tube. These caves 

contain fossils of animals, some now extinct, 

and are home to Southern Bent-wing Bats. 

Nearby the Byaduck Tumuli are a rare 

geological phenomenon where lava welled up 

causing the crust to buckle and bulge and globs 

of lava to ooze out of the cracks.  

 
The Byaduk Tumuli. 

 

On the eastern edge of the Geopark is Red Rock 

Volcanic Lookout which has 360-degree views 

over a large volcanic plain that is 8,000 years 

old. 

 

Nigel packed lots into his 10 days and I’m sure 

some of us will be adding a trip to these places 

to our travel bucket list. It was wonderful to see 

such varied landscapes brought to life through 

Nigel’s marvellous photographs. 

 

Last Excursion: Burrendong Arboretum and 

Botanic Gardens. 15th November 2020.  

Text by Isobel and Beau Palmer. 

 

This month’s field trip was led by Beau Palmer 

and the chosen location was the Burrendong 

Botanic Garden and Arboretum, about an hour’s 

drive north of Orange. The Arboretum was 

established in 1964 by George and Peter 

Althofer, botanists with a particular love of 

Western Australian plants, mint bushes 

(Prostanthera spp.) and poetry. It is well worth 

a visit to see the beautiful collection of Western 

Australian Mallees and the famous Fern Gully.  

 

First stop was the carpark and immediate 

surrounds for some birdwatching. This area is 

well maintained and at the time of our visit a 

good spot to view flowering Melaleucas. A 

short walk past the nursery is a healthy patch of 

White Box trees where we were lucky enough 

to see multiple pairs of Superb Parrots and 

Musk Lorikeets. 

 

 
Musk Lorikeets. Photo Rosemary Stapleton. 
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The group drove to the lookout for morning tea 

where we were serenaded by a chortling 

Magpie. On the road to the lookout a native pea, 

Swainsona galegifolia was flowering on the 

hillslope. This is a relatively widespread species 

which is often found in woodland sites. The 

bright pink flowers fade to purple or red and it 

is one of the taller species in the genus.  

 

 
Swainsona galegifolia. Photo Hai Wu. 

 

A visit to the Western Australian section is 

always a highlight of the Arboretum. The 

collection includes the strange twisting shapes 

of Rose Mallee (Eucalyptus rhodantha) and 

Eucalyptus macrocarpa, and the deep orange 

bark of ‘Leichardt’s Rusty Jacket’ (Eucalyptus 

peltata subsp. leichardtii). Many of the species 

are just starting to flower so worth a revisit 

about now. 

 

A hot tip from Col Bower was that the Mint 

bush (Prostanthera sp.) collection is the site of 

a population of the threatened species 

Swainsona recta or Small Purple Pea. We all 

got together to do a thorough search, but we 

didn’t have any luck. I later found out that the 

population is behind a fence outside the mint 

bushes, so it was a bit of a fruitless search. But 

we did see a nest of baby Grey Butcherbirds 

which looked ready to fledge (and much too big 

for the little nest they were sitting in).  

 

Another hot tip, from Murray and Vicki, was to 

investigate the Callistemon collection in the 

centre of the Arboretum where they had sighted 

a Scarlet Honeyeater a few days beforehand. No 

Scarlet Honeyeaters but we did see a pretty 

spectacular Melaleuca filled with honeybees 

and an abundance of honeyeaters including 

Noisy Friar Birds, White-plumed Honeyeaters 

and Spiny-cheeked Honeyeaters. 

 
Hot Grey Butcherbird Chicks. Photo Hai Wu. 

 

To finish off the day we had our lunch at Fern 

Gully and then puzzled over unfamiliar 

rainforest species. A pale blue flowering 

climber, which had gone up through the roof, 

was later identified as Sollya 

heterophylla (Bluebell Creeper) from W.A. A 

specimen of the tree Elaeocarpus 

reticulatus (Blueberry Ash) was enjoying the 

shaded conditions and was a mass of delicate 

pale pink flowers. It is an east coast rainforest 

endemic. 

 

 
Elaeocarpus reticulatus (Blueberry Ash). 

Photo Jenny Medd. 

 

The lunch area is White Box – Cypress Pine 

woodland and the Chocolate Lilies 

(Dichopogon sp.) were still out in flower as well 

as lots of yellow Everlasting daisies 

(Xerochrysum sp.). Fern Gully is built around a 

natural ephemeral creek which has been 

artificially shaded to create a cool, wet area for 

rainforest species to grow. It is one area that 

needs a bit of volunteer time to re-thatch the 

roof, but the ferns are currently flourishing after 

the wet year and it is definitely worth a look. 

 

Overall, it was a fun day out, but it is apparent 

that the last few years have taken their toll on 

the collections, a combination of the effects of 

drought and severely reduced funding. Its 

displays need a bit of a boost from extra 

volunteer time and funds. If you are interested 

in getting involved the best place to start is by 

joining the Friends of the Burrendong 

Arboretum which includes a small registration 
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fee that goes toward the Arboretum. The current 

contact for the Friends of is Janet Francis via 

phone or email: Phone 6846 7432; 

Email:jandjfrancis@bigpond.com 

 

Committee News   

In November the Committee met in person for 

the first time since February. It was pleasing to 

see an increase in membership in the last 2 

months. Welcome to these members. 

  

Main items for discussion at the meeting were 

the awarding of the tender for the EIS for the 

proposed mountain bike track that includes Mt 

Canobolas SCA. Support for the Canobolas 

Conservation Alliance (CCA) was also 

discussed. The CCA membership form will be 

emailed to OFNCS members before Christmas. 

 

Last weekend a few OFNCS members attended 

a meeting, in Cowra, about the raising of the 

Wyangala Dam wall. Stakeholders, from the 

length of the Lachlan River, discussed the many 

problems with this political proposal. This 

included its impact on threatened species, EECs 

and Aboriginal heritage, sediment control, 

impact on farmers at both ends of the river, and 

of course climate change. No business case for 

the proposal has been made public. Realistic 

water saving options were also discussed. 

 

Several OFNCS members also joined the 

Nature Conservation Council’s 2020 Annual 

General Meeting by Zoom. At a Central West 

Environment Council meeting recently, the key 

issues were water, the proposed Regis Mine at 

Kings Plains and protection of Mt Canobolas 

SCA from bike trails. These meetings are 

opportunities to discuss environmental issues 

and seek advice from some very experienced 

campaigners. 

 

The Society has had two requests for assistance. 

The first from the architect developing a new 

Master Plan for the Lake Canobolas and Scout 

Camp Precinct.  Orange Regional Museum 

requested information on pollinators as it is the 

theme of their 2021 SPARKE Project with 

primary schools.  

 

Mt. Canobolas SCA Update 

If you have been to the mountain recently you 

will have noticed the amazing regrowth that has 

happened this spring. In places the acacia and 

eucalypt seedling have shot up to be well over 3 

metres tall. Other plants are also doing well with 

little bare ground visible in many places.  

As Col Bower couldn’t do orchid searches this 

spring a small group took on the task of trying 

to monitor the Caladenia fitzgeraldii and 

Paraprasophyllum canobolense plants. Plants 

of C. fitzgeraldii were found at several new 

locations. 

 

Things slowed down a little for Col and he was 

able to get to the SCA in time to check the 

flowering of P. canobolense, the Canobolas 

Leek Orchid. 

 

Col reports that ‘The Canobolas Leek Orchid is 

having (has just had) a good year, but not as 

good as 2018. Quite a few plants have flowered 

for the second time since the fire, although 

others have remained dormant. There are also 

new plants. These are likely to be individuals 

that germinated from the massive seed set of 

2018 and matured this year. However, 

experience after the 1982/83 wildfires indicates 

the flowering population will decline over 

coming years to close to zero until there is 

another fire’. 

 

Jenny Medd photographed (below) an insect on 

one of the P. canobolense flower spikes. Once 

again Orange experts, and their contacts, helped 

with identification. Murray Fletcher passed the 

photo on to Ken Walker, at Museum Victoria. 

Ken said ‘This is a male resin bee in the family 

Megachilidae and genus Megachile. I cannot be 

certain, but it looks close to this species: 

https://bie.ala.org.au/species/urn:lsid:biodiversi

ty.orgau:afd.taxon:cab58063-61fd-44a8-bc78-

79df59f9dbba 

 

Col also said it is almost certainly the pollinator 

or one of the pollinators of the orchid. 

 

  

Resin bee (and tiny spider) on a flower spike of 

P. canobolense. Photo Jenny Medd. 

 

 

https://nam05.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fbie.ala.org.au%2Fspecies%2Furn%3Alsid%3Abiodiversity.org.au%3Aafd.taxon%3Acab58063-61fd-44a8-bc78-79df59f9dbba&data=04%7C01%7C%7C6cccdbebe97b4f17ad0508d8981c6ce6%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637426595134008687%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=uOHjNVGVCyZ9DntMTxCCIva3EE3NCGQJm07tZmrHhlg%3D&reserved=0
https://nam05.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fbie.ala.org.au%2Fspecies%2Furn%3Alsid%3Abiodiversity.org.au%3Aafd.taxon%3Acab58063-61fd-44a8-bc78-79df59f9dbba&data=04%7C01%7C%7C6cccdbebe97b4f17ad0508d8981c6ce6%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637426595134008687%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=uOHjNVGVCyZ9DntMTxCCIva3EE3NCGQJm07tZmrHhlg%3D&reserved=0
https://nam05.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fbie.ala.org.au%2Fspecies%2Furn%3Alsid%3Abiodiversity.org.au%3Aafd.taxon%3Acab58063-61fd-44a8-bc78-79df59f9dbba&data=04%7C01%7C%7C6cccdbebe97b4f17ad0508d8981c6ce6%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637426595134008687%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=uOHjNVGVCyZ9DntMTxCCIva3EE3NCGQJm07tZmrHhlg%3D&reserved=0
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The other exciting orchid news is that another 

orchid species has been confirmed for the Mt 

Canobolas SCA. It is the Tall Potato Orchid, 

Gastrodia procera. 

Gastrodia procera. Photos by N Hobden. 

 

The species was noted in the SCA by Hunter 

and a single flower spike was tentatively 

identified in 2018. This November flower 

spikes were found in several more locations by 

Nigel Hobden and Rosemary Stapleton.  

 

After looking at the plants Col and Dick agreed 

it was G. procera as ‘despite its shyness the very 

dark and numerous flowers and pods supports 

procera, as does the wartiness of the ovaries and 

flowers themselves’.  Several spikes of the more 

common and smaller G. sesimoides have also 

been seen in the SCA this year. 

 

 
Dick Medd and other orchid surveyors looking 

at a Gastrodia procera. Photo by N Hobden. 

 

Farewell - OFNCS thanks Jen Dodson for her 

work as NPWS Ranger over the last few years. 

Jen has been a delight to work with, especially 

during the fauna surveys. We wish her well 

spending time with her young children and in 

her new ventures. 

 

You will also have noticed the huge number of 

visitors to the SCA with many walking, 

sightseeing, picnicking and camping. School 

groups are also doing excursions to the 

mountain. The SCA is certainly not 

underutilised as has been suggested by some. 

 

Proposed McPhillamys Mine, Kings Plains 

Update by Peter Toedter. 

I attended the recent public meeting of the 

Belubula Headwaters Protection Group held at 

Blayney on November 17.  It is good of the 

Blayney Council to make their hall available. 

 

Regis Resources, the owners of the 

McPhillamys project, have responded to the 

various submissions made by government 

agencies and by groups and individuals to their 

Environmental Impact Statement (EIS). The 

responses are available on the NSW 

Government Major Projects website. Again, 

like Regis’ original EIS, they occupy several 

thousand pages which can make interesting 

reading, it can be tedious.   

 

Regis has also submitted an Amendment Report 

which indicates the changes that they have 

made which are supposed to make the project 

all OK.  The changes are just window dressing 

and create just as many problems as they 

address.  Many of the concerns expressed by 

nearby residents and others have been either 

glossed over or not mentioned.  The next step is 

a hearing by the Independent Planning 

Commission (IPC) which is imminent, possibly 

in February, but no-one knows yet.  Updates are 

given on the Belubula Headwaters Protection 

Group (BHPG) website.  Anyone who feels that 

their submission to the original EIS has not been 

addressed, or not addressed properly, can make 

a submission to the IPC either verbally or in 

writing. The details are on the BHPG website. 

 

Memories from Members – Junction Reefs 

Dam Restoration Project 

This month Jennifer Kenna, former treasurer 

and member of Canobolas Regional Parklands 

Trust, shares the story of the rehabilitation of 

the dam. Jennifer was also Secretary and then 

President of OFNCS. Jennifer writes: 

 

‘Because Junction Reefs was on Reserve Land 

managed by our Trust we were involved from 

the start of the Climax Gold Mining proposal.   I 

attended the planning focus meeting in the 

1980’s and asked that the dam wall be examined 

by an expert on blasting, to make sure the wall 

could withstand the blasting when work began 

in the gold mine pit, which was within close 

proximity.   A professor was bought from 

Western Australia to examine the wall. 
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In 1993 for about 2 years the trust rangers were 

slowly working on poisoning the willows which 

had completely covered the silted-up area of the 

dam.   The willows along with other vegetation 

was also growing in the wall.   As well as this 

there was a chunk out of the wall where a lot of 

water flowed, instead of down the spillway.  In 

periods of flood big logs would hit the wall at 

this spot doing further damage.   

 

In the back of my mind I thought I would like to 

have the wall restored by its centenary in 

1996/1997. In 1994, the trust was invited by 

Newcrest to view the recently restored 

Cornishmans’ Engine House and Chimney at 

Cadia, with which I was quite familiar, in its’ 

state of decay. When I saw the magnificent 

work done by Gerd Wolf, I had a light bulb 

moment so I sprang into action. I contacted the 

Department of Heritage, who told me firstly I 

would need to get the Blayney Heritage Officers 

approval.   Colin Wright (trust member), Gary 

Simpson (ranger) and I took a tinny and some 

oars down to Junction Reefs.   We went boating 

with the Heritage Officer (his name escapes 

me).  Because the willows were dead they were 

collapsing so we had to lie down on occasions 

to get around.   His agreement was forthcoming. 

 

Next we had to find an architect to oversee the 

project.   As I had sat next to John Blackwood 

at TAFE and he was the only architect in the 

area at time I approached him.   He agreed as 

long as I did all the running around necessary.  

He only needed 3 visits to the site which is at 

least 60 kilometres from Orange. We then 

applied to the Department of Heritage for a 

grant, using Climax Mining’s work involved, 

the Trusts involvement etc. as we had to match 

dollar for dollar.  I had contacted Gerd Wolf, 

and he had said he was interested in doing the 

work. 

 

We also had to access bricks.   At that time there 

were still 2 local brickworks, one at Cowra and 

one at Mudgee.  We were told that the colour of 

the bricks was not an issue as the original bricks 

were made and fired on the bank nearby, they 

would have been various colours.  Very quickly 

they would weather and become similar to what 

was already there.  We ended up sourcing them 

from Mudgee as Cowra was unreliable. 

 

Climax Mine were quite happy to be involved 

as a community project.    With their big 

machinery they cleared all of the dead willows 

away and burnt them.   Then they moved earth 

up against the wall so that Gerd Wolf would 

have access.  The most expensive part of the 

project was the scaffolding needed to do the 

buttresses, one had one row of bricks missing 

another 2 had several rows missing, so they 

were repaired first, to cut the cost of the length 

of hire for the scaffolding.    

 

Like a lot of these projects all is not obvious 

until you start work.   It was discovered that the 

wing wall at the spillway end was in a 

precarious state of decay, and as this 

underpinned the rest of the walls stability, it had 

to be repaired.   This added greatly to the cost 

and we actually ran out of money.   The 

Department of Heritage likes to have projects 

completed so they said they would pick up the 

tab for the remaining cost.   Gerd then repaired 

the top of the wall using abseiling equipment.   

He also installed bolts so that if in the future any 

work was needed, abseiling gear could be 

attached to them.   Climax then came back with 

their machinery and moved the dirt away from 

the wall so that there was water there and the 

public could not access the wall and endanger 

themselves. 

 

Subsequent to that the Climax Mine, Walli-

Limestone Landcare Group and the Trust 

received the Silver Medal at the inaugural 

Rivercare Awards in 2000. 

Replanting at Junction Reefs in 1995. Photo J 

Kenna. 

 

Insects as Human Food.  

From Murray Fletcher. 

 

There has been talk over many years about 

using insects as human food because they are an 

excellent source of protein which can be grown 

quickly in large quantities in a relatively small 

space. However, it's not all about eating giant 

water bugs on skewers as a novelty for young 

people visiting Thailand. When we were in 

Namibia, we visited a local market in Windhoek 

where big tubs of mopane worms (Gonimbrasia 

belina, moth family Saturniidae) were for sale. 

Apparently these are an important source of 

protein for many people in Africa although they 
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are usually (although not always) cooked with 

tomato, garlic and herbs to make them more 

palatable.  

 

 
Mopane worms, dried and ready for sale,  

Photo: M.J. Fletcher, Windhoek, Namibia 2010 

 

Eating dried crickets as a tasty alternative to 

crisps or nuts before your meal has been 

promoted recently on local breakfast TV shows. 

Most of these presenters miss the point. Eating 

crickets or giant water bugs as crunchy food 

items is hardly going to meet the protein needs 

of the world. However, crickets (or mealworms 

or any other kind of easy to grow insect) can be 

baked dry and ground into a powder so they no 

longer look like insects and the protein flour 

used as a more acceptable way to add insect 

protein to your diet. This concept was being 

promoted through Agriculture Victoria by Dr 

Alan Yen before he was sadly taken from us in 

2017 at a young age. 

 

 
Dr Alan Yen at an entomology conference at 

Beechworth, Victoria, in 2007. Photo: M.J. 

Fletcher. 

 

Red-browed Finch Research.  

PhD student Callum McDiarmid has sampled 

finches at Dubbo and Wellington Caves. He 

will come to Orange if the genetics of these 

birds is different to those from coastal areas. 

Superb Parrot Research.  

A PhD student from ANU is hoping to learn 

more about the movements of Superb Parrots. 

He has been monitoring nests in Orange and 

plans to fit tracking devices to several male 

birds. 

 

OFNCS members Kerrie and Eric spent time 

recently at Darlington Point doing Superb 

Parrot surveys with Greening Australia’s bird 

chief from Canberra. The project’s aim was to 

survey set mapped areas within a 40 km radius. 

  

Dates for your Diary 

 

23 January - Latham Snipe Count Date. 

Check for these migrants at Orange wetlands. 

 

2021 Cowra Woodland Bird Surveys dates, 

COVID permitting. If you are interested contact 

Malcolm Fyfe on  

(02)4471-8757,  malcolmfyfe85@gmail.com 

13-14 February, 17-18 April, 17-18 July, 16-17 

October. 

 

Sightings around Orange 

If you see anything interesting, please email 

orangefieldnats@gmail.com or post it on 

Facebook.  

 

‘Things with Wings’  

Peregrine Chick Izzi – there was alarm on the 

16th November when Izzi, the young male 

Peregrine, tumbled out of the box in the high 

wind. Cilla was concerned as he may not have 

been able to fly or glide even though he was just 

about ready to go. Fortunately, all was well as 

Izzi managed to fly to the rooftop of one of the 

nearby buildings.  

 

Cilla captured the photo below and reports ‘This 

year's juvenile after many adventures and 

mishaps was on top of the water tower this 

week, in full cry 'Where's my bleedin' dinner!' 

 

 

http://malcolmfyfe85@gmail.com
mailto:orangefieldnats@gmail.com
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Spring Creek western end – ducklings of 

Pink-eared Ducks and Grey Teal were seen 

mid-November as well as some orange spikey 

punk Coot chicks and a cygnet and Black Swan. 

In early December 2 male Blue-billed Ducks 

were spotted and Great Crested Grebes. 

 

Turquoise Parrots – Dick and Jenny Medd 

spotted several of these unfamiliar small parrots 

flitting around near their house. Dick said, ‘Our 

Silky Oaks and a 

large Melaleuca styphelioides have just stated 

to flower and seem to be of interest to them!’ 

 

Stubble Quail – Brian William has 4 male 

Quail calling from separate corners of the 

paddock at The Burrows and he is keen to 

photograph them. Nick King has seen one in his 

suburban garden and said it probably turned up 

after the paddock near his house was mown. 

 

Cicadas 

Murray shared this photo of a Cicada using their 

birdbath. He commented that it shows an empty 

cicada shell with the adult cicada which 

presumably came out of it. The cicada is a 

colour form of the Greengrocer Cicada, 

Cyclochila australasiae. This one has some 

black markings on it, including a black band 

between its eyes and it is known as a Masked 

Bandit. 

 

 
 

Other Fauna 

Abbey Dean, who joined the fauna surveys as 

a volunteer, reports a successful night-time 

visit to Mt Canobolas. Abbey and a friend saw 

most of these animals on the Federal Falls 

track that starts at the eastern end of the picnic 

area: 

• 4 Greater Gliders- one was very large 

• 1 Brushtail Possum- very close up walked 

along trees and then into a hollow 

• 3 Ringtail Possums 

• 3 Wallabies (maybe Rednecked) 

• 1 Rabbit, and  

• several other possums/gliders but too far 

away to identify. 

There was also a wombat between Old 

Canobolas Road and the Orange View Lookout.  

 

Cunningham’s Skink 

Hai spotted one lazing at the Falls Lookout on 

Ophir Road. He also saw flowers of 

Gompholobium huegelii, a nice pea flower. 

 

Creature of the Month   

Spangled Drongo, Dicrurus bracteatus.  

Text by Rosemary Stapleton, photo Murray 

Fletcher. 

In mid-November Vicki Glover spotted a black 

bird in her garden trying to take some of the old 

baler twine that was hanging on a branch. Was 

it the regular English Blackbird that visits? 

Having travelled to Africa Vicki’s interest was 

sparked when she noticed a forked tail just like 

the Fork-tailed Drongo seen across most of 

Southern Africa.  

 

Vicki and Murray kept a close watch and 

identified it as Spangled Drongo, an extremely 

rare visitor. The closest sightings are near 

Meadlow Bath in the Blue Mountains or near 

Mendooran.  And does its behaviour indicate 

that it was collecting nest material?  

 

 
The Spangled Drongo in Murray and Vicki’s 

garden was a challenge to photograph and here 

seen through the fly screen. Photo Murray 

Fletcher. 

 

The Spangled Drongo is an active black bird 

with a large head and longish ‘fishtail’. The 

only Australian bird with a tail of this shape. Its 

black bill is robust with prominent hairlike 

feathers at the base. Adults have bright red eyes 

and they are brown in immatures. Head and 

back is dull black, the wings and tail glossier 
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and there are subtle glossy green spots on the 

crown, neck and upper breast. It is the only 

Drongo in Australia. It is similar to the male 

Koel which has a paler bill and rounded tail. 

Vicki and Murray know these as they have 

become regular visitors to their part of Orange 

in recent years. 

 

It is a bird of character being described as noisy, 

and pugnacious and aggressive to other birds 

when breeding. At other times it sits quietly, 

shrugs shoulders, flicks tail and dashes into the 

air in pursuit of insects. The Drongo also 

forages on trunks, in foliage and feeds on 

blossom nectar. The Spangled Drongo’s call is 

described as a harsh chatterings or tearing 

‘shashashash’ or strange metallic notes, some 

like tight fence-wire being twanged. 

 

Keep a lookout for a nest which is a delicate, 

deep basket of twigs, vine tendrils and spiders 

web slung in a horizontal fork in outer foliage 

(but here nest material may include baler 

twine). 

 

Its range is described as coastal north and 

eastern Australia and coastal islands from the 

Kimberley to Batemans Bay and inland to the 

Carnarvon Range in Qld to the Blue Mountains. 

It’s a summer breeding migrant in the south of 

its range and many migrate north through 

coastal Queensland in March and April, some 

crossing to PNG. It is described as a casual 

visitor to Melbourne and a vagrant in Tasmania 

and South Australia.  

 

Source: The Field Guide to Birds of Australia 

by Pizzey and Knight and The Australian Bird 

Guide by Menkhorst et al. 

 

News from Abbey Dean, fauna survey 

volunteer.  

 

After Abbey shared her sightings from the 

mountain, I asked about her Honours research 

work on animal use of rabbit warrens in the 

Flinders Ranges.  

 

Abbey shared some photos and said ‘I ended up 

being in South Australia for 7 months and also 

saw it snow in the Flinders Ranges. We saw lots 

of animals using rabbit warrens such as broad-

banded sand-swimmers, quolls, mulga snakes 

and of course feral cats. I have attached some 

pictures from my cameras.  I have just 

submitted my thesis last week so am very happy 

to be done!’ 

 

 
A Quoll captured by a camera trap in the 

Flinders Ranges. 

 
____________________________________ 

Annual Subscriptions. To join please send your cheque or money order made out to "OFNCS" to the 

Hon. Treasurer, Dr Dick Medd, OFNCS, PO Box 369 Orange NSW 2800.  

EFT payments to  BSB 802 129: Account 100014678:  

    O F N & Cons Soc Inc.  

Please be sure to identify payments with your name and send confirmation to 

orangefieldnats@gmail.com 

 

Subscription rates: 

Single member – $25     Concession rate (emailed newsletters) – $12.50 

Each additional family member – $5  Concession rate (printed newsletters) – $25  

Note: concession rate is for bona fide pensioners and students only 
_____________________________________ 

This Newsletter is produced for OFNCS by the Editor, Rosemary Stapleton. Views expressed herein are not 

necessarily those of the Society. Items should not be reproduced without permission of the Editor. 

  

Orange Field Naturalist & Conservation Society acknowledge the traditional custodians of the land, including 

the people of the Wiradjuri Nation, and pay our respects to Elders past, present and future. 

 

Orange Field Naturalist & Conservation Society, PO Box 369, Orange, 2800  
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More Photos from Abbey’s Research Work in the Flinders Ranges 


