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This will mean a 7.50 am start from Orange for
those travelling independently. For car-pooling
meet at the Orange High School bus bay at
7.40 am.

NEXT MEETING
Thursday, 12th March, 7.30 pm:
Science at Wellington Caves

9.00am sharp, Sunday 15th March. Meet at
the Kiosk to collect tickets for the 1-hour
surface karst walk around the reserve at $13
per person. This can be paid on the day. There
will be an opportunity to spot local birds.

Senior Citizens and Pensioners Centre
(Opposite side of carpark to Harris Farm)

All welcome
EXCURSION
9.00 am Sunday 15th March

10.00am or 12 midday* – optional tour of
Cathedral Cave and /or
11.00am Fossils and Phosphate Mine Tour*.
Concessional rates are available but the fee
must be paid in cash to Katie on Thursday
night so she can reserve places on the tours.
These will not be under the auspices of
OFNCS. Details will be circulated by email to
members.
Note: *the first timetable on the Caves website
is the school holiday program.

See details below
Membership for 2020 is now due. Please pay
by EFT or to Dick at the next meeting. Details
of fees are at the end of the newsletter.
Next Meeting: 7.30pm, Thursday 12th
March. Science at the Wellington Caves active and historic scientific research.
Speaker – Katie Boyer.

Mates Rates are available to residents of
Dubbo Regional Council, on evidence of
residency in the council area.

Katie has been a tour guide at Wellington
Caves since 2015. The cave’s location is
uniquely significant for current hydro
geological and paleontological studies. Katie
will tell us about the continuing discoveries
about the landscape from two very different
time periods, the Devonian and Quaternary.
These studies and discoveries show
implications for the effects of climate change
and the management of the landscape of today.

Hard hats are supplied and must be worn in the
Fossil and Phosphate Mine. Enclosed shoes are
also essential. The Cathedral Cave has 300
steps. The Phosphate Mine has no steps and is
wheelchair and stroller accessible.
BYO food and water or buy it at the kiosk
which also stocks locally sourced produce.
Last Meeting:
This was the Annual General Meeting and
Geoff Selwood gave his report (below). The
committee elections resulted in most people
continuing in executive positions. New
committee members Nigel Hobden, John
McDonell and Beau Palmer were welcomed.
Members who did not stand for re-election
were Paul Meeth, as Public Officer, and Cilla
Kinross, as a General Committee Member.
Paul and Cilla have been thanked for their
many years of service to the Society.
Following the Treasurer’s Report, it was

Next Excursion: Wellington Caves, Sunday
15th March. Cost involved – see some details
below and email to members. Katie has
organised concessional entry fees for an above
ground tour and for a Cathedral Cave and/or a
Fossil and Phosphate Mine Tour for those who
wish to do these.
The caves are on Caves Rd, Mitchell Highway,
92km north of Orange. Allow 1 hr 10 minutes
travel time.
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• Murray Fletcher for a Lifetime achievement
award (Pat Marks Medal)
• Col Bower for having an orchid named
after him; Caladenia boweri
• Dr Bernie Huxtable for being awarded
Orange’s Citizen of the Year.

agreed that membership fees would remain the
same.
The 2020 OFNCS Committee is:
• President: Geoff Selwood
• Vice-President: Nick King
• Secretary: Rosemary Stapleton
• Treasurer: Richard Medd
• Assistant Treasurer: Jenny Medd
• Public Officer: Nigel Hobden
• Publicity: Jenny Pratten
• Newsletter Editor: Rosemary Stapleton
• Website Administrator: Helmut Berndt
• CWEC Representative: R Stapleton
• General Committee Members: John
McDonell, Peter Toedter, Beau Palmer.

I would also like to thank the executive group
for their hard work over the past 12 months
and especially Rosemary for her fantastic job
as the newsletter editor. Where do we go in the
next 12 months?
• Continue the great work with Mt Canobolas
and make life very difficult for the people
who want to make it a bike park.
• Ensure that State and local government
bodies are kept honest especially with
regard to the mine at Kings Plains
• Ensure we have enough people to keep up
the great work surveying the mountain
• Research the effect of fire on Acacia
meiantha at Mullion Creek. (Forestry have
advised they will burn this year)
• Keep encouraging people to come and join
us.

Members are welcome at Committee meetings,
which are held every second month at 6.30pm
before the talk. If you have any feedback or
ideas, please contact anyone on the Committee.
President’s Report
Geoff Selwood presented the following report.
‘I realise that some of you may disagree with
me regarding the following statement, but I
believe that the past 12 months has been a
great success for the OFNCS Inc. Why do I
think this? There have been excellent outcomes
from the site surveys on Mt Canobolas:
• Finding of previously unknown orchids
• Finding of historical artefacts
• Confirmation that the Planarian Worms are
still wriggling around the mountain
• Re-finding of Asterolasia rupestris subsp.
rupestris (Mt Canobolas Starbush)
• Sighting of a Powerful Owl for the first
time on the mountain.

Thank you to the executive and all members
for their great work over the past 12 months
and having the courage to have me as the
president.’
The President’s Report was accepted by
acclamation.
Instead of a speaker the AGM was followed by
a selection of photos taken on Mt Canobolas in
2019. Dick also showed a short video of a
Diamond Firetail leaping at and feeding on
grass seed heads. Some of the photos are
scattered through the newsletter.

The list of Flora and Fauna goes on, which
really indicates that the mountain is a very
special place and is not a good place to find
mountain bikes.
The excellent array of guest speaker has helped
our membership go from 27 to 49 in 12
months. I can remember speaking to Murray
and other members asking the question ‘where
the OFNCS will be in 5 years?’. The answers
were probably non-existent unless we get some
more members. Well this has happened, and I
hope the membership increase will continue.
Congratulations to OFNCS members:

Fan-tailed Cuckoo near a fauna survey site.
Photo: Nigel Hobden.
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With the twilight lingering Jen did a playback
of the Southern Boobook repertoires and of the
Powerful Owl ... and ... nothing. But it whiled
away some time until we could mosey off in
two groups along each arm of the Federal Falls
track. Only a distant pair of eyes twinkled on
one track. At the campground however two
Ringtails had just ventured out – one choosing
to keep all but its head concealed in its ‘home’
hollow. The other, a juvenile, was much less
modest and gave everyone a viewing.
Along the road we spotted several Brushtail
Possums, one with its long black bushy tail
also displaying nicely. About the time Eric
spotted a Tawny Frogmouth, Beau distracted
the gathering by the sight of the ‘international
space station’ whizzing by overhead in a
brilliant starry sky (he had a prior alert that it
would be visible.)...no need for spotlights then.

Nigel and Nella checking a trap during the
November fauna surveys. Photo: R Stapleton.

Unfortunately, there was no soundtrack for the
Tawny Frogmouth on Jen’s equipment so we
mused that maybe it got confused by the earlier
playbacks and came to see what all the
commotion was about. But as Tawnys have
been seen in the area in past years, it too was
more than likely just hanging around its home
range.
The surprise of the night came as an
unidentified ‘five-footer’ snake. Being a mild
evening, it seemed sluggish enough to zoom in
(see photo below), although no one wanted to
venture close enough to count its head or belly
scales. So Vicki, always keeping an eye on the
ground, gets the prize for spotting what turns
out to be an Eastern Small-eyed Snake among
the litter. More on this in a future edition.

Above and below: amazing rock formations in
Canobolas State Forest. Photo: Jenny Medd.

Last excursion: Spotlighting on
Canobolas. Text and photo: Dick Medd.

Overall a pleasant event with a pleasing result
of besides the snake and Frogmouth, four
Ringtails and three Brushtails - supporting the
notion that arboreal mammals have recovered
somewhat, post-fire. It would have been
fulfilling to have spotted a Greater Glider ...
maybe next time.

Mt

Twelve people braved the severe thunderstorm
warning forecast, with barely a cloud in the
sky, for a balmy picnic and convivial chat at
Federal Falls Camp Ground on Saturday
evening. Jen Dodson, acting ranger for the
reserve, joined us kindly bringing along
several spotlights and playback equipment.
Thank you, Jen, for supporting the excursion
and adding to the experience. Thanks also to
Cilla for loaning additional spotlights.
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Committee News: the main decisions were:
• to hold another meeting of the Canobolas
Conservation Alliance
• make another GIPA request for the SCA
Plan of Management Submissions
Summary Report and
• continue to seek a meeting with Hon. Matt
Kean, the Minister for Energy and the
Environment, to put the case for protection
of the SCA.

Another Vulnerable Species for the SCA.
Lesley Forward, from NPWS, reports that
another species has been added to the list for
Mount Canobolas SCA. Murray Ellis, Senior
Scientist from DPIE, has recorded another bat.
It is Chalinolobus dwyeri, the Large-eared Pied
Bat, that roosts in caves and mines. The
Anabat recordings were made at an unburnt
site in the east of the SCA and near Towac
Creek at a site that had a low to medium
patchy burn in the 2018 fire.

Mt Canobolas Update:
It’s been a quiet time on the mountain this last
month as far as OFNCS members are
concerned.

The bat is known from the Central West with
few records, however. The SCA is near the
western edge of its range although it has been
found near Dubbo and in the Warrumbungles.
It is classified as Vulnerable in State and
Federal Acts and brings the number of
vulnerable mammals listed for the SCA to six;
four of which are bats.

Orchids Surveys
Col has collated the results of the Spring
orchid searches and will present them at the
April meeting.

Murray also noted that some initial analysis of
the recent recordings of bats at sites within the
SCA shows a large increase in activity and
species on moderately and severely burnt sites
but not on unburnt control sites. He will
undertake a full analyses of the recordings,
which will consider vegetation, altitude and
weather impacts.
Dates for your Diary
19 March, Thursday – Bat Night organised
by
Central
Tableland
Landcare.
Time
and
venue
to
be
advised.
This will be an evening event at a property
near Lucknow. People will meet to go in
search of bats using the latest Anabat
technology. Participants will then adjourn to
review the footage, identify the bats recorded
and enjoy a light supper. Register your interest
at
centraltablelandslandcare@gmail.com.
Details will be forwarded once you register
interest.

Caladenia congesta – one of the orchids found
during the Spring surveys. Photo: R Stapleton.
Col is planning more surveys to find out more
about the autumn flowering orchids on the
mountain. These will seek to find the autumn
Greenhoods (5 or 6 species potentially), Midge
Orchids (possibly 2 or more species), Bristly
Helmut Orchid and the Long-clubbed Wasp
Orchid. Parsons Bands will hopefully also be
found. These surveys will provide a much
more complete picture of the orchids in the
SCA than we now have. The surveys will be
on Sunday afternoons from 2 pm to 5 pm for 8
to 10 weeks, commencing on March 8. Meet at
Orange View Lookout as usual.

Community-based
Bush
Regeneration
continues with Bill Josh (mob: 0407 256 791)
on the first and third Sundays of each month
until June. The next few dates are:
Sunday, March 8: Clifton Grove
Sunday, March 22: Lake Canobolas.
27 March – 19 July
“Capturing Nature: Early photography at the
Australian Museum 1857 – 1893.”
Exhibition at the Orange Regional Museum,
opening Friday 27 March 6pm. Free.

Please email Col if you are interested in these
surveys at colbower@bigpond.net.au

4

28 March, Saturday – Earth Hour, hosted by
ECCO, will be at the ELF (Environmental
Learning Centre), Orange Showground.

Earth Hour, first held in 2007, ‘aims to spark
global conversations on protecting nature not
only to combat the climate crisis, but to ensure
our own health, happiness, prosperity and even
survival.’ Come, have a ‘potluck meal’, a local
conversation
and
be
serenaded
by
environmentally themed songs and music. It
will probably start around 6.30pm with lights
out from 8.30-9.30 pm so bring a headlamp if
you have one.

Grey-headed Flying-fox. Photo: Nigel Hobden.

29 March 4-8pm - Annual Glossy Black
Cockatoo Survey at Goonoo Forest near
Dubbo. Dubbo FNCS conduct this survey
every year. It was to be at the end of February
but has been postponed a month due to the rain
and conditions of the tracks!!! Team Leader is
Janice Hosking 0447001803. If you would like
to participate, contact Janice for dam
allocations and further details.
11 – 20 September - Australian Field
Naturalists
Convention
in
Stanthorpe,
Queensland. Ann Tracey said the programme
looks great.

Royal Spoonbill – the red mark along the
forehead and flowing white plumes indicate
breeding plumage. Photo: Nigel Hobden.

Sightings around Orange.
If you see anything interesting, please email
orangefieldnats@gmail.com or post it on
Facebook.

Chestnut Teal – Brian Williams reports these
Teal on their dam at Millthorpe.
Little Eagle and other raptors – seen around
Millthorpe and Forest Reefs by Brian, Beau
and Rosemary.

‘Things with Wings’
Nigel Hobden suggested this as a title for
photos of flying creatures he has seen recently
in the vicinity of Ploughman’s Valley Wetland.
It fits well with this month’s other sightings as
unusual birds have been spotted elsewhere.

Australian Shelducks (76) and Blue-billed
Ducks (7) – on a farm dam on the western side
of Spring Terrace Road. This number of
Shelducks is many more than previous records
on Birdata and eBird (hence the star). The
males were in eclipse plumage with lighter
breast feathers. The Blue-billed Ducks are
listed as a vulnerable species.
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Rainbow Bee-eaters – a pair on their way
north on 25/2/2020 spotted by Cilla at her
place on Ophir Road.

Previous burning (either planned or natural)
of native vegetation has had little, if any,
impact in mitigating the current fires. In many
cases frequent burning actually increases
available fuel loads in the short to medium
term. Most insect populations cannot survive
frequent and large scale burning.

Glossy Ibis – a single bird at Spring Creek
Reservoir where you now have to walk a long
way in to get to see the water.
Creatures of the Month - Insects

Clearing of forests and removal of roadside
vegetation does not prevent fires. Roadside
strips supporting natural vegetation provide
important refuges and habitat for insects. In
many rural areas, these vegetation remnants
offer critical habitats for populations of many
insects, including those beneficial to
agriculture such as pollinators and parasites.

Rather than feature an individual creature it
seems fitting to focus on the millions of
creatures that are often ignored, the Insects.
Murray Fletcher has provided the following
statement on the fire crisis from the Australian
Entomological
Society’s
Conservation
Committee.

Recommendations:
• Surveys are needed to determine the extent
of loss, and to plan the recovery of insect
species and populations after the fires.
• Fuel reduction burning should only be used
at small spatial scales (micro mosaic
burning), to protect people, essential assets
and infrastructure.
• The total area of protected habitat (national
parks, conservation reserves) needs to
increase in order to mitigate these losses in
Australia’s natural heritage.
• Land clearing of natural habitats, including
important roadside vegetation, needs to
stop. Rehabilitation of degraded areas is
urgently needed.
• National parks need to be refocussed to the
protection of native biodiversity without the
compromise of commercial developments
and other economic activities.
• Much more action needs to be taken at the
national and international level to prevent
further climate change.

The current extensive bushfires will have a
profound impact on the abundance and
diversity of native insect species and,
consequently, on the many plants and animals
that rely on them.
Insects (and other invertebrates) are vital for
a healthy environment. They are critical to
Australia’s biodiversity, they are food for
many other animals, and contribute to essential
processes that maintain ecosystems, such as
pollination, herbivory, predation, parasitism,
soil aeration and nutrient recycling.
Human-induced climate change is the
overriding factor responsible for the
unprecedented scale of these fires. Higher
temperatures and lower rainfall have resulted
in drier, more flammable vegetation and a
longer fire season.
Few insects have strategies to escape fire.
Some have life stages in the soil, under rocks
and in vegetation that may provide them some
protection from the fire as it sweeps through
the landscape. Most insects are killed by fire
and their recovery relies on recolonisation
from unburnt areas. The severity and extent of
these fires means that there are probably few,
if any, refuges that remain for survival.
Consequently, many insect species may well
go locally extinct, especially rare species, or
those with small distributions (short range
endemics) and/or specialised requirements
such as specific host plants.

Insects currently protected in Mt Canobolas
SCA. Photos: R Stapleton. Murray Fletcher has
identified the insect above as an antlion
lacewing, family Myrmeleontidae, genus
Glenoleon. He said the dark patch at the end of
the wings might make it Glenoleon pulchellus
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which is widespread in eastern Australia….
But not yet on the SCA list. And below: Two
beetles and a fly – the larger beetle,
Enchoptera apicalis, is an unusual longicorn
beetle and was identified from the photo by
Murray. The smaller beetle is almost certainly
Atoichus bicolor, identified by Chris Reid
(Australian Museum). Murray also says the
other insect is a small native tephritid fly,
probably a species of Micronevrina, which is a
true fruit fly.

hymenopteran, possibly feral bees or possibly
even a European wasp nest. The live bull ant
perched on it is a definite indication that it is
no longer occupied by its original inhabitants.
A European wasp nest starts in a hidden place
(like in a hollow tree) but can grow out once
the hollow is too small. The outer areas would,
however, be covered in a papery sheath so this
is probably an old feral honeybee nest.’

Murray also suggests reading several other
articles that highlight the importance of native
insects and the impact of the fires:
• an article in the Washington Post
https://www.washingtonpost.com/science/2
020/01/09/australia-fire-animals-killed/
Murray notes a number of Australian
invertebrate workers contributed to it,
particularly Katja Hogendoorn who has
been working on the Green Carpenter Bee
which is now extinct from southern
mainland parts of its former distribution
with a lone refuge on Kangaroo
Island....now burnt to a crisp. We do have
the Green Carpenter Bee in NSW. It was
our Creature of the Month in June 2016.

So not only are honeybees a concern in relation
to pollination but the size of this nest shows
they can also occupy hollows that might
otherwise be occupied by birds or mammals.
More AGM Photos – a Spring Glade time-lapse.

• an article arguing against apiary access to
conservation areas. It puts the case for not
allowing commercial beehives into
National Parks and reserves. They need to
be kept free of such feral species to allow
native pollinators, also crippled in the
recent bushfires, to have the advantage of
exclusive use of the native plant resources
in the reserves and national parks. The
article is published by The Conversation
https://theconversation.com/buzz-offhoney-industry-our-national-parksshouldnt-be-milked-for-money-131891
This article links well with the photo below
that Hai Wu showed at the AGM. Once again
Murray helped with identification. He said ‘It's
an old abandoned nest of some social

4th November 2018. Photo C Stapleton.

24th November 2019. Photo: R Stapleton. Since
this date some of the heath and Eucalypt
seedlings have died due to the drought.
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OFNCS Future Speakers and Excursions – 2020
All talks start at 7.30pm.
9 April Now you see us, now you don’t – orchids and wildfire on Mt Canobolas.
Speaker - Col Bower
(Committee meeting at 6.30 pm)
There will be no April excursion as 12th April is Easter Sunday.
14 May The microscopic world of mosses, liverworts and hornworts.
Speaker - Alison Downing, Bryophyte expert from Macquarie University.
17 May The Bryophytes of Mt Canobolas. A collecting excursion with NPWS approval.
Note: 16/17 May. Liz Davis, LLS Landcare Co-ordinator has organised a Fungi Workshop with
Alison Pouliot, a photographer. It includes a visit to Mt Canobolas on Sunday.
11 June The Grampians & nearby wild places – a photographic journey.
Speaker - Nigel Hobden (Committee meeting at 6.30 pm)
13/14 June Nature Conservation Council Regional Conference, Orange.
Each year the NCC hold a conference in a regional area to allow non-metropolitan members to
participate. Cilla, as President of CWEC, is leading the local organisation of the conference so there are
sure to be interesting speakers and a field trip.

Subscriptions
Payment of Annual Subscriptions is now due. Please send your cheque or money order made out to
"OFNCS" to the Hon. Treasurer, Dr Dick Medd, OFNCS, PO Box 369 Orange NSW 2800.
EFT payments to
BSB 802 129: Account 100014678:
O F N & Cons Soc Inc:
Please be sure to identify payments with your name.
Send confirmation of payment to orangefieldnats@gmail.com
Subscription rates:
Single member – $25
Concession rate (emailed newsletters) – $12.50
Each additional family member – $5
Concession rate (printed newsletters) – $25
Note: concession rate is for bona fide pensioners and students only
_____________________________________
This Newsletter is produced for OFNCS by the Editor, Rosemary Stapleton. Views expressed herein are not
necessarily those of the Society. Items should not be reproduced without permission of the Editor.
Orange Field Naturalist & Conservation Society acknowledge the traditional custodians of the land, including
the people of the Wiradjuri Nation, and pay our respects to Elders past, present and future.
Orange Field Naturalist & Conservation Society, PO Box 369, Orange, 2800 or orangefieldnats@gmail.com

Some mountain history:- This cartridge cap, with a unique stamp, was found by Vicki Glover at Spring Glade. It
is from a Union Metallic Cartridge Company hand loaded paper shot shell and dates from 1901-1910. In 1912
this company merged with Remington Arms. I wonder who used it and for what purpose? Photo: R Stapleton.
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