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This is a bumper edition containing news and 

contributions from September and October. 

Jenny Medd has completed her ‘History of Mt 

Canobolas’ series and all 3 parts will be brought 

together as a supplement that will be sent to you 

in the next month. Mobile phones and digital 

cameras are fantastic devices, but they pose a 

challenge as I’ve been sent so many photos it is 

hard to choose which ones to include. Once 

again, my apologies for not being able to get an 

October edition completed. Please keep sending 

items to me as they are appreciated.  

 

Next Talk: 7.30 pm Thursday 12th November  

Border Sands to Grampian Granites.  

Speaker - Nigel Hobden. 

 

Nigel visited the landscapes of Little Desert and 

Murray Sunset National Parks and the 

Grampians before the Covid lockdowns. He is a 

keen photographer so there are sure to be some 

stunning shots of landscapes and little things in 

their habitats. His talk may inspire you to visit 

when Covid restrictions are eased. 

OFNCS COVID REQUIREMENTS:   

• Limit of 20 participants plus speaker/leader. 

• You must not attend if you have any cold or 

flu symptoms or if you have been in 

Victoria, or a NSW Hotspot, within the last 

fourteen days. 

• 1.5 metres physical distancing applies 

unless people live in the same household. 

This includes when entering and leaving.  

Chairs will be set up to allow this. 

• At talks there will be a sign-in sheet for you 

to record your name, mobile phone number 

or email, and arrival time. 

Unfortunately, tea, coffee and biscuits will not 

be provided. 

Next Excursion: Burrendong Arboretum 

Sunday 15th November.  

Leader Beau Palmer. 

 

Limited to 20 people. Please register by 

Friday night at  orangefilednats@gmail.com 

Meet at 9.00 am at Orange High Bus Bay and 

travel in your own car. Social distancing applies 

during the excursion.  

 

The gardens are just over 70kms north of 

Orange on Burrendong Way. There is no entry 

fee, but a donation is requested. 

View from Harris Lookout to Burrendong Dam, 

July 2020. Photo C Stapleton. 

With the situation improving in NSW 

OFNCS will resume all regular activities with 

a COVID plan in place for each. 

 

NEXT TALK 

Thursday, 12th November, 7.30 pm.  

Border Sands to Grampian Granites – 

landscapes of Little Desert and Murray 

Sunset National Parks and the Grampians. 

Speaker: Nigel Hobden 

 

Senior Citizens and Pensioners Centre 
(Opposite side of carpark to Harris Farm) 

 

All welcome 

 

Committee Meeting 6.30pm. 

 

EXCURSION 

 

Sunday 15th November 

 

See details below 
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Established in 1964, the gardens now cover 

about 167 ha. They are dedicated to the 

preservation and conservation of Australia's 

unique and diverse flora. There are display and 

waterwise beds near the entrance, an area 

devoted to Western Australian plants, and 

rainforest plants in Fern Gully. The gardens are 

easy to get around with extensive walking paths 

between beds and gravel roads to get to different 

areas. There are several picnic spots, one with 

views to the waters of Burrendong Dam. BYO 

everything including water, lunch, and 

equipment, especially a camera. There are sure 

to be plants flowering and a range of birds.  

 

September  Excursion:  

Goobang National Park, Bumberry Section 

13th September 2020.  

Leader and report by Rosemary Stapleton with 

botanical additions from Jenny Medd. 

 

After meeting at the bus bay nine members 

headed off in convoy. A brief stop at Manildra 

for a coffee and the rest rooms prepared us 

well for a few hours in the bush. Unfortunately 

our stop at the large parking area on the top of 

a ridge had lots of litter but we weren’t 

organised for a clean-up on this occasion. First 

up we went south along the fire trail. There 

were no problems with the 1.5m Covid rule as 

everyone headed in different directions. Hai 

and Jenny to a golden yellow Diuris 

goonooensis orchid spike and flowering 

Sundews. Isobel and Cate, armed with the 

plant species list, were identifying shrubs. 

Others with binoculars trying to see birds or 

distant orchids and some just wandering off to 

enjoy the outdoors…. while I was trying to 

keep track of everyone! There was even an 

occasional insect to see (below), later 

identified by Murray Fletcher.  

 

 
Cricket in the family Gryllidae.  

Photo R Stapleton. 

 

Part way along the fire trail the vegetation 

changed to a different eucalypt species with a 

shrub understorey. The Spinifex clumps looked 

healthy with lots of green shoots; an unusual 

plant to see so far east. Many of the shrubs were 

in flower, including Prostanthera, Dampiera and 

Dillwynia species. There was  also Calytrix 

tetragona, Micromyrtus ciliata, Monotoca 

scoparia, Grevillea floribunda, Phyllanthus 

occidentalis and four Acacias, identified as A. 

gunnii, A. paradoxa, A. ulicifolia and A. 

hakeoides.  Melichris erubescens revealed its 

red berries beneath its spiky leaves.  

 

 
Phyllanthus occidentalis, (Thyme Spurge). 

Photo Jenny Medd. 

 

Scattered under the trees and shrubs were 

numerous (often large) colonies of both tiny 

Caladenias, in all shades of pink, blue and 

white. Beautiful purple flowers of the orchid 

Glossodia major added colour. There were also 

occasional patches of greenhood rosettes 

(frustrating as they had no flower spikes). 

Solitary Calochilus plants were just about to 

open and there were many Sundews (Drosera 

hookeri), often topped with flowers.  Beau 

walked more quickly to spot the birds and Eric 

noted the remains of what would have been the 

forest workers camps.  

 

 
Beau spotting birds while others looked at 

plants. Photo R Stapleton. 
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Every now and then there were other species of 

plants that caught our attention… the tiny 

purple flowers of the Twining Fringe Lily, the 

louder purple of the native Iris (Patersonia 

sericea), the red of Dodonaea seed pods and the 

yellow of Hibbertia.  

 

Having taken too many sideways diversions we 

didn’t make it as far as the power lines where 

apparently the vegetation changes again.  Back 

at the car park we shared lunch with Jane, who 

came for a short afternoon walk in the bush. 

Some of us watched a larger than usual flock of 

Peaceful Doves feeding in the parking area.  

Some of the Peaceful Doves. Photo R Stapleton. 

 

We braved the 3-lane main road to cross to the 

northern side of the park and had an easy walk 

along the old road to the west. The first unusual 

plant spotted was Indigofera coronillifolia. It 

has much greyer leaves than Indigofera 

australis which we are used to seeing on Mt 

Canobolas.  

 

 
Indigofera coronillifolia in full flower (2 weeks 

later). Photo R Stapleton. 

 

For some reason orchids seem to like the 

disturbance of this old road and several 

uncommon species were spotted. The highlight 

was the Bearded Greenhood, Pterostylis 

plumosa. Also spotted were P. setifera and 

several flowers of the spider orchid Caladenia 

phaeoclavia. Other orchid species seen on both 

sides of the road were P. mutica, pollinated 

Hairy Snail orchids (Linguella clavigera), 

pollinated Mosquito orchids (Acianthus 

collinus), Caladenia carnea, C. caerulea, 

Microtis sp. and different greenhood rosettes. 

 
The uncommon Bearded Greenhood, 

Pterostylis plumosa. Photo Hai Wu. 

 

Members drifted off gradually to return home, 

leaving Jenny M, Jenny P, Hai and myself to 

stay longer to take full advantage of time in the 

bush.  Sightings didn’t finish then as, on the way 

home, Jenny M. spotted Superb Parrots and 

Galahs feeding on spilt grain at The Monument 

intersection (below). Most of the Superbs were 

males which suggests that, as has been noted 

before, they are breeding nearby. 

 

 
 

Thanks to ranger Jen Dobson for providing a 

copy of  the 1997 report to National Parks ‘The 

Vegetation Survey of Goobang National Park’ 

by Marianne F. Porteners. 

 

Goobang Excursion Follow-up 

During the excursion one of the frustrating 

Greenhoods was a very tight rosette of leaves 

with 2 tiny red spikes emerging on the flower 

spike.  I was curious to see the opened flower so 

returned 2 weeks later. My frustration continued 

as it still wasn’t out however Cath’s spotting of 

Caladenia filamentosa, or Daddy-long-legs 

orchid made up for it. Dick identified it from a 

photo and commented that it occurred in the 

Calula Range and was quite uncommon locally.  

The Greenhood was out on another trip past the 

site and it’s probably Pterostylis boormanii, 

with the wonderful common name of Sikh’s 

Whiskers or Baggy Britches. 
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An ageing Caladenia filamentosa. Photo Cath 

Stapleton. 

 

October  Excursion: Mullion Ranges SCA 

and surrounds. 11th October 2020.  

Leader Nigel Hobden. 

Report Jenny Pratten. 

 

A small but select group of us were greeted with 

a perfect morning to head to Mullion with our 

leader Nigel.  

 

First stop was a reserve across from the Rural 

Fire Service, where we saw an abundance of 

wildflowers (and blackberry). Numerous 

Diuris, Bulbine Lilies, Milkmaids, Drosera & a 

pea flower. The highlight for me was a pair of 

White-necked Herons that had command of the 

billabong (which was a great food source given 

the noise of frogs). The pair settled in a 

magnificent Eucalyptus blakelyi (one of many) 

on the edge of the water.  

 

 
White-necked Heron in breeding plumage. 

Photo Jenny Medd. 

 

A nest was spotted with a third adult sitting on 

it. Was this last year’s young or a threesome 

happening? 

 
White-necked Heron No. 3. Photo Hai Wu. 

 

Next stop was another large area near the 

Mullion Creek tennis courts which 

unfortunately had recently been mowed. We 

still saw Yam Daisy, Goodenia, a Greenhood 

species, trigger plants and more. There was a 

lack of birds noted which may have been due to 

the time of our visit or, more disturbingly, an 

indication of poor environmental health 

(drought, fires, clearing, global warming). 
 

 
Dillwynia phylicoides. Photo Jenny Medd. 

 

Then we stopped at the edge of Mullion SCA on 

Long Point Road to be greeted by the song of a 

Spotted Pardalote – such a big noise from a little 

bird. This stop was planned to see Acacia 

meiantha which has recently been given the 

common name Barradambang! (a bright star). 

Although there were quite a lot of the small A. 

meiantha plants in sight it did look very much 

endangered to me (not in flower so that didn’t 

help). The highlight for me were numerous 

flowering purple bearded orchids. We also 

found Glossodia major, Diuris, Caladenia and 

Sun Orchids (but not in flower), a purple daisy, 

a pea flower (Bossiaea buxifolia), Acacia 

cremiflora and a swarm of bees. We left this 

spot to the song of a White-throated Gerygone, 

again a big noise from a little bird.  

 

We stopped at Fourth Crossing for lunch with 

the wonderful sound of running water and a 

field of yellow Bulbine Lilies. Here a Noisy 

Friarbird could be heard. Also, in flower were 

Early Nancies, Chocolate Lilies, Acacia 

verniciflua, Fringe Lilies and yellow and purple 

daisies. 
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Leanne Huxley and leader Nigel Hobden 

contemplating the bush or watching for birds at 

Fourth Crossing. Photo Jenny Pratten. 

 

Hai stopped at the Falls on his way home and 

was as usual clever in spotting over 30 Sun 

Orchids in flower as well as a large white 

Caladenia.  

 

 
Swarming bees. Photo Jenny Medd. 

 

Thanks to Leanne Huxley for this bird list for 

our trip –  

Buff-rumped Thornbill Striated Pardalote 

Spotted Pardalote Grey Fantail 

Little Raven  Australian Raven 

Black-faced Cuckooshrike 

White-throated Treecreeper 

Laughing Kookaburra Australian Magpie 

Pied Currawong  Magpie-lark 

Masked Lapwing White-necked Heron 

Red Wattlebird  Noisy Friarbird 

Yellow-faced Honeyeater 

Noisy Miner  Crimson Rosella 

Eastern Rosella  King Parrot  

Australian White Ibis 

Australian Wood Duck 

Rainbow Bee-eater 

White-throated Gerygone 

Sulphur-crested Cockatoo 

Galah   Common Starling 

 

Committee News 

No regular meetings have been held,  however 

at a special meeting on the 28th September the 

OFNCS Committee rescinded a motion that the 

Canobolas Conservation Alliance be an OFNCS 

subcommittee. The major concerns voiced were 

about funding, campaign action around the 

mountain bike track and potential future legal 

action on this issue. It was recommended that 

the Alliance establish itself as a stand-alone 

organisation. This is currently being organised 

by a core group of interested people and a 

contribution of $1,000 from OFNCS.  

 

On behalf of the OFNCS a submission was 

made to the Upper House Inquiry into the 

rationale for, and impacts of, new dams and 

other water infrastructure in NSW. The 

submission focused on the probable impact of 

increasing the capacity of Wyangala Dam by 

53%. This will have an impact on both the 

downstream wetlands, bird and fish species and 

the areas that would be inundated. Bev Smiles 

is co-ordinating a group of concerned people 

and organisations from the headwaters of the 

Lachlan. CWEC and a number of OFNCS 

members are involved. Bev presented at the first 

day of the Inquiry on 29th October. BirdLife 

Southern NSW is also presenting as a result of 

Rosemary alerting them to the impacts on birds. 

 

Spring Creek Bird Survey, 4th October 2020 

Report and photo Rosemary Stapleton. 

 

Cilla and Nick (below) and I had our birding 

skills tested at the quarterly survey at the 

reservoir. The first test was to set our clocks to 

daylight saving time and be up an hour earlier. 

The next test was coping with the strong wind 

and waves as the waterbirds were bobbing up 

and down. Some were probably trying out their 

surfing skills.  

 
 

The water level of the reservoir must have been 

over 100% as the water was right up to the edge 

of the road. This meant no muddy edges for 

feeding or roosting as we have been used to 

seeing over the last few years. There were still 

lots of Hardheads and it was good to see some 

Pink-eared Ducks. The woodland birds were 

hard to spot as well as they were taking shelter 

in the foliage rather than sitting on exposed 

perches as some usually do. We counted a total 

of 39 species. 
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Nick’s favourite for the survey was the Sacred 

Kingfisher. It was easier to spot due to its harsh 

scolding call or as a flash of iridescent blue. We 

were challenged by two small raptors, one of 

which was being harassed by a Pied Currawong. 

Was it a Brown Goshawk or a Collared 

Sparrowhawk? We concluded a Goshawk as it 

was a little larger than the Currawong. Another 

nice raptor was a Whistling Kite soaring against 

the wind over the pines near the reservoir wall. 

 

It was good to see Great Crested Grebes back at 

the reservoir, with 12 all huddled down 

avoiding the wind. There were also 2 groups of 

Pacific Black Ducklings. Birds we usually see 

which were missing were Darters. Dusky 

Moorhens and Brown Thornbills and there were 

only a few Cormorants; 2 Little Pied and half a 

dozen Great Cormorants. 

 

A week later Leanne and Chris were at Spring 

Creek Reservoir and saw 1 Blue-billed Duck, 

Great Crested Grebes & male  Musk Duck 

doing courtship displays. 

Mt. Canobolas SCA Update. 

In September, the mountain was awakening 

from winter with splashes of colour. More 

colours were added in October with the orange 

of pea flowered shrubs and the white of 

Stackhausia. Different shades of purple and 

yellow were added by Indigofera, Yam Daises, 

Bulbine Lilies and Ranunculus (Buttercups).  

 

Some of the orchid species started to flower in 

October with lots of Diuris pardina popping up. 

At other places there are the less obvious spider 

orchids, Caladenia phaeoclavia and the elegant 

white C. gracilis. A few new locations have 

been found for C. fitzgeraldii. A greenhood 

rosette finally reappeared and flowered. It is 

Pterostylis bicolor, a common species 

elsewhere but was only added to the SCA list 

last year when one plant was spotted near the 

summit. In late October, the bright yellow 

Diuris sulphurea began opening and are as 

abundant as last year.  

 

More news about the 

Canobolas Conservation 

Alliance, its activities and 

how to join will be in the 

next newsletter. 

Information on the values 

of the SCA is being 

gathered and mapped.  

 

Anyone who has visited the SCA recently will 

have noticed how popular it is with visitors to 

Orange. Often there are a number of campers at 

Federal Falls, where you are now required to 

book. The other change is that Cabonne Council 

have sealed all of Old Canobolas Road. 

 

Many people would be aware of the 

significance of the mountain to the Wiradjuri 

Nation and the local Aboriginal community. 

During post fire surveys of flora and fauna 

several volunteers noticed artefacts that had 

been revealed as a result of the vegetation being 

burnt in the 2018 fire. Follow-up field walks 

have revealed many concentrations of artefacts 

which provide tangible evidence of the use of 

the mountain by Aboriginal people. All 

artefacts found have been recorded and 15 new 

sites have been registered on the Aboriginal 

Heritage Information Management System. The 

volunteers are working with the Cultural 

Heritage Advisory Group of the Orange Local 

Aboriginal Land Council. 

 

CSU Peregrines. 

Report & photo Cilla Kinross. 

This peregrine breeding season has been a bit 

bumpy.  We have had three eggs laid late 

September/early October and two of these 

hatched.  Unfortunately, one chick died after a 

couple of days.  We think, but can't be sure, that 

this was the chick that took over 40 hours to 

hatch. And the third egg didn't hatch, which is 

quite common. 

Anyway, the one chick is thriving and is called 

Izzi (Arab for 'mighty' after a voter poll).  He or 

she is moving well about the box (including 

some rock-climbing) and is munching its way 

through a selection of prey from huge pigeons 

to tiny shining bronze-cuckoo.  We expect to be 

able to tell the gender in about a week and for it 

to fledge (take first flight) in three weeks.  

 

This photo, from the new cam, shows the chick 

being fed a juvenile starling!  Izzi is starting to 
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get a bit assertive (probably a bossy boots 

female.  Looks big enough in this image!). 

A new camera is providing excellent images but 

is having a few teething problems with 

streaming such high-resolution video.  Here is 

the link 

 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NQPMdO

j23D8&feature=youtu.be 

Donations are very much appreciated so we can 

keep upgrading equipment and doing research 

into these fascinating birds.  All people working 

on the project are volunteers.  To donate go to 

https://falcon.shop.csu.edu.au/ 

During some bird surveys at CSU Cilla saw two 

large broods of wood ducks on one of the dams. 

She commented that ‘there would be some to 

spare for our peregrines, who are a bit partial 

to duckling!’ 

Distribution, ecology and conservation of the 

endangered shrub, Acacia meiantha 

(Fabaceae) in Central West New South 

Wales. 

Congratulations to Dick Medd for the 

publication of this scientific paper in 

Cunninghamia; A journal of plant ecology for 

eastern Australia, in September 2020. Many of 

you will know Acacia meiantha from Mullion 

Creek. It also occurs at Clarence, near Lithgow, 

and Carcalgong, south of Mudgee. 

 

 
Acacia meiantha. Photo Jenny Medd. 

 

After detailed analysis Dick draws the 

following conclusions in the paper, quoted in 

full: 

‘Acacia meiantha is confined to three locations 

within the Central West of NSW forming 

discrete subpopulations. Tantalising questions 

remain as to why this species is so restricted in 

the landscape when it occurs in contrasting 

geological and soil habitats and a range of 

vegetation communities. Taxonomically the 

species appears robust, but nothing is known of 

its genetic diversity either within or between 

subpopulations. The recruitment behaviour, 

reproductive biology and fire ecology of the 

species all remain data deficient. The 

threatened species listing as Endangered under 

both State and Commonwealth legislation is 

warranted because it does not occur on any 

conservation lands, has restricted distribution 

and abundance and has vulnerability to 

ongoing threats. It occurs at three locations (< 

5), has an estimated EOO of 2,900 km2 (< 

5,000 km2 ) and an AOO of 80 km2 (< 500 km2 

) (figures in parentheses are IUCN (2019) 

thresholds) and has significant threats to the 

extent and quality of habitats. Additional 

opportunities exist for improving the 

conservation of the species over and above 

those outlined in the site-managed initiatives of 

the Saving our Species program’. 

 

For more information contact Dick at 

dickmedd@yahoo.com.au  

 

Weddin Mountains National Park 

Biodiversity Survey, 18 - 23 September. 

Report and photos Nigel Hobden.  

 

The bio survey was organised by Nella Smith 

and the Murrumbidgee Field Nats (MFN). The 

aim was to gain an understanding of the current 

biodiversity levels within the Weddin Mtns; 

confirming from existing species lists the 

presence and absence of species (spring 

occurring) and recording any new sightings. 

 

The survey focused on the western side at the 

northern end of the park with survey sites 

established in Ironbark Woodland and Dwyer’s 

Mulga Woodland.  These sites were pre-selected 

in consultation with Claire Davis, the NPWS 

Ranger. 

 

On arrival, around midday on the Friday 

afternoon, camp was established just outside the 

Ben Hall Campsite in the Bimbi State Forest, a 

Cypress woodland. We then split into two 

groups; Ironbark (Nigel and Maddie) and 

Dwyer’s Mulga (Nella, Bill and Sue) and set off 

to explore our respective sites to gain an 

appreciation for the terrain and vegetation 

structure for establishing transects for setting 

out traps. 

 

The weather, whilst predicted to play a 

significant role in the survey, had minimal effect 

http://antispam.csu.edu.au:32224/?dmVyPTEuMDAxJiZkMjI5YjdlYzA1ZDUxODE4Mz01Rjk3RkQ5Rl8yODk3NF85MDc1XzEmJjJhOWExNGI3ZDc5NzNkOD0xMzMzJiZ1cmw9aHR0cHMlM0ElMkYlMkZ3d3clMkV5b3V0dWJlJTJFY29tJTJGd2F0Y2glM0Z2JTNETlFQTWRPajIzRDglMjZhbXAlM0JmZWF0dXJlJTNEeW91dHUlMkViZQ==
http://antispam.csu.edu.au:32224/?dmVyPTEuMDAxJiZkMjI5YjdlYzA1ZDUxODE4Mz01Rjk3RkQ5Rl8yODk3NF85MDc1XzEmJjJhOWExNGI3ZDc5NzNkOD0xMzMzJiZ1cmw9aHR0cHMlM0ElMkYlMkZ3d3clMkV5b3V0dWJlJTJFY29tJTJGd2F0Y2glM0Z2JTNETlFQTWRPajIzRDglMjZhbXAlM0JmZWF0dXJlJTNEeW91dHUlMkViZQ==
https://falcon.shop.csu.edu.au/
mailto:dickmedd@yahoo.com.au


8 

 

 

with little rain eventuating.  Elliot traps were 

established in two transects, one in each 

vegetation type, with cage traps also placed in 

trees in the Ironbark Woodland. 

 

Each morning the first activity, before 

breakfast, was a stroll along the trap line saying 

'open'; never the excitement of 'closed' and then 

an inspection to see what we'd caught. Then the 

cage traps where checked. These proved a little 

fickle when the wind blew, so on a couple of 

occasions these were closed with no inhabitants. 

None of the trapping nights between the Friday 

and Monday provided any results. 

 

The most exiting results came from 

opportunistic observations whilst undertaking 

flora survey work or following the wonderful 

walking trails. These included Grey Crowned 

Babbler, Speckled Warbler and a Gerygone 

(Western Warbler). A Dwyer's Black-headed 

Snake (Suta dwyeri) was found hiding beneath 

a sheet of modern colourbond behind Seaton's 

Farm and a Blue Bellied or Spotted Black Snake 

(Pseudechis guttatus) was seen. A Giant Banjo 

Frog (Limnodynastes interioris) was spotted one 

evening when Nigel (and Maddie) was out 

practising  astro-photography. Recordings of 

frogs on the FrogID App were done whenever 

frogs were heard calling along creeks or 

waterbodies. Surprisingly, few mammals were 

observed, the odd female Grey Kangaroo and 

Joey, a Swamp Wallaby and Red-necked 

Wallaby. 

 

 
Blue Bellied or Spotted Black Snake 

(Pseudechis guttatus) 

 

During the day we occupied ourselves with 

bushwalks and floristic surveys in the transect 

locations. The walking trails are all very well 

marked with round reflectors and the views 

from the escarpment spectacular. The recent late 

winter and spring rains had creeks flowing, 

waterfalls cascading, and the landscape was 

very green. Although the Seaton farm area of 

the Park had a prolific coverage of weeds, such 

as Patterson Curse and Capeweed. 

Seaton's Farm, a depression era property, 

proved to be very interesting as, apart from a 

few structures burnt in the 2006 bushfire, the 

buildings (home, chook house and machinery 

shed) are still intact. Seaton's farm is 'a relic of 

the local pastoral heritage' (NPWS Brochure) 

with timber used to build the farm sourced 

onsite and cut and split by hand. Jim Seaton also 

collected pieces of wire to build fences and 

corrugated iron, which he flattened to make the 

sheets go further. 

 

The recent rain had encouraged a wonderful and 

varied display of orchids with no less than 6 

species being observed.  Highlights were the 

Sun Orchids (Thelymitra sp.), Purple Beard 

Orchids (Calochilus robertsonii), Pink, Blue 

and possibly Dusky Caladenia, Diuris sp. and a 

small Greenhood variety (Microtis sp). One of 

the orchid highlights was finding, high up on the 

rocky escarpment, a Pterostylis species possibly 

from the P. rufa complex. 

 

Other plants of interest were Tree Trigger Plant 

(Stylidium laricifolium), Grooved Dampiera 

(Damperia lanceolata), the dainty flowers of 

the Chocolate Lily (Dichopogon strictus) and 

the Wonga Wonga Vine (Pandorea pandorana). 

There was quite a carpet in some areas of native 

wildflowers bringing a spectacular array of 

colour. 

 

Days were busy exploring, recording, and 

identifying specimens. The evenings were 

relaxing around the campfire, chatting about the 

day, experiences, travels, and the odd 

sundowner was consumed. Surveys are a terrific 

way to pick up tips and learn about all aspects 

of biodiversity with participants sharing 

knowledge and experiences. If you have the 

opportunity to participate, I highly recommend 

it, particularly when it’s in one of our local 

conservation areas. 

 

I also highly recommend a 

trip to the Weddin 

Mountains National Park. 

Enjoyable walks are the 

Lynch's Loop Walk and 

the Bertha's Gully Walk 

(see right); both of about 2 

hours duration heading up 

hill into the Weddin Range 

and areas where Ben Hall 

and Frank Gardiner once 

hid from the law. More 

photos on the last page of 

the newsletter. 
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Memories from Members. 

If you have any stories of OFNCS experiences 

or your early brushes with nature please send 

them to orangefieldnats@gmail.com. This 

month Bernie Huxtable brings us his memories 

of the formation of the Society. Bernie writes: 

 

The Genesis of the Field Nats was indeed on the 

beach at Avoca. We and the Prattens had 

adjoining flats right on the beach for years in 

the early 70s. We all foregathered on the sand 

every day. Chris was keen to have natural areas 

like the Nangars  preserved. He wanted to have 

an organisation behind him. He said in his frank 

way “Of course you know nothing about these 

things but I would like to have someone with 

degrees  on our letterhead” …… thus I assumed 

the role of Vice-President of the new and shiny 

Orange Field Naturalists Association!  

 

Chris had an enormous knowledge of this area 

and he introduced us to many hidden treasures; 

The Nangars, Mingham Springs, Mullion 

Ranges, Cadia and many others. He and his 

expert friends, including Dick Medd and Colin 

Bower, showed us what our eyes had previously 

overlooked. There were visits to his arboretum 

-a new concept in those days. 

 

Chris as a landowner felt that Conservationists 

should understand that it was necessary to work 

the land and that compromises had to be made. 

He achieved  many of his objectives , including 

the  creation of the Nangar National Park and 

our organisation continues  as an important 

voice for the environment. 

 

By coincidence Jenny Pratten, Chris’s daughter, 

recently sent photos of ‘Koolewong’, the 

arboretum that Bernie mentions. They were of 

orchids, Westringia, Stypandra, Leptospermum 

and Eucalypts, including those below. 

  

 

 

Australian Backyard Bird Count. Is your 

survey one of the green parrots on these 

screenshots showing where 2ha 20-minute 

surveys were done during the Bird Count? I can 

guess a few. 
 

   
 

If you are you should be congratulated as 

4,973,377 birds were counted across Australia 

in the 55,167 2ha surveys submitted. This is 

way above the 3.4 million birds counted last 

year. Maybe the total would have been over  5 

million birds if it hadn’t rained on the weekend.  

https://aussiebirdcount.org.au/ 

 

Dates for your Diary 

 

 FrogID is the annual event of 

the Australian Museum. It 

aims to provide an 

‘audioshot’ of frogs calling 

across Australia. To get 

involved download the 

FrogID app to your phone. 

It’s really easy to use. Simply 

record the frogs you hear on each day or night 

of FrogID Week, no matter if it’s the same frog 

at the same location. Every call counts. 

Find out more at https://australian.museum/get-

involved/citizen-science/frogid 

 

21 November, and 23 January - Latham 

Snipe Count Dates. Maybe Snipe will return to 

the wetlands in Orange again. 

 

Cowra Woodland Bird Surveys. If you are 

interested contact Malcolm Fyfe on (02)4471-

8757,  malcolmfyfe85@gmail.com 

2021 dates: 13-14 February, 17-18 April, 17-18 

July, 16-17 October. 

 

Great Inland Glossy Count – postponed. 

Climate variability has once again affected the 

annual counts of Glossy Black Cockatoos in 

forests and reserves in the Central & North 

mailto:orangefieldnats@gmail.com
https://aussiebirdcount.org.au/
http://malcolmfyfe85@gmail.com
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West. Last year they were postponed due to the 

dry conditions and fire risk and now they have 

been postponed due to wet conditions. 

 

The new dates for early next year are: 

• Pilliga – 13th February 2021 

• Goonoo – 20th February 2021 

• Goobang – 27th February 2021. 

 

FeralScan - 

https://www.feralscan.org.au/default.aspx 

has recently reached an amazing milestone – 

with over 250,000 records and photos submitted 

by people all across Australia. This is helping 

communities, landholder groups, and local 

biosecurity organisations to reduce the 

problems caused by pest animals through 

coordinated best-practice pest management. 

 
The FeralScan App has just been updated and 

you are encouraged to install the latest version. 

If you have questions contact the Feral Scan 

Team at feralscan@feralscan.org.au 
 

Creature of the Month  - Hoverflies. 

Text by Murray Fletcher. 

 

We have all seen hoverflies, small black and 

yellow striped flies hovering in shafts of 

sunlight and darting off only to return to the 

same spot to continue hovering. You may also 

have seen them on flowers enjoying the nectar - 

they certainly make for charismatic 

photographs as Rosemary's fine contribution 

demonstrates here.  

 

 
Melangyna viridiceps on Eucalyptus orbifolia 

at Burrendong Arboretum July 2020. Photo 

Rosemary Stapleton. 

 

Hoverflies is the name applied to the fly family 

Syrphidae which  includes a wide range of small 

to medium sized flies, many attractively 

coloured. As true flies, they have a life cycle 

involving an egg which hatches into a legless 

larva called a maggot which grows through a 

number of instars before pupating, usually 

attached to part of the plant where they were 

feeding, and then emerges as an adult.  

 

Possibly the most interesting stage is the 

maggot. These are aggressive predators seeking 

out and devouring soft bodied, slow moving 

insects like aphids and scale insects. When the 

spotted alfalfa aphid arrived in Australia in 

April 1977 and devastated lucerne crops along 

the eastern seaboard of Australia, the native 

predators had a field day (well, several field 

days) tucking into the abundant supply of juicy 

aphids before pesticides could be registered and 

well before aphid resistant varieties of lucerne 

were available for planting. These predators 

included hoverfly larvae as well as cantharid 

beetle larvae and ladybird adults and larvae.  

 

The two most common species of hoverflies in 

eastern Australia are Simosyrphus grandicornis 

and Melangyna viridiceps. The species are quite 

similar to each other but can be easily 

differentiated by the colour of the thorax (the 

round middle bit with the wings attached). The 

thorax of M. viridiceps is entirely black in 

colour while that of S. grandicornis has a 

longitudinal yellow line along each side margin 

just above where the wing is attached. 

 

Another interesting local species is Eristalis 

tenax, known as the rat-tailed maggot. The larva 

lives in still, often stagnant, water and has a long 

tail extension (the "rat tail") which it uses to 

pierce the water surface in order to access 

oxygen. The adults are very similar to the 

European honeybee in appearance and tend to 

visit flowers in much the same way that bees do. 

It was always a bit of fun when I was younger 

to catch one with my bare hands for the benefit 

of onlookers. I didn't tell them it wasn't a bee 

but let them think that bees wouldn't sting me 

because I was an entomologist. 

 

Hoverfly larva feeding in an aphid colony  

https://www.feralscan.org.au/default.aspx
mailto:feralscan@feralscan.org.au
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Photo Peter Chew, Brisbane Insects website. 

Note: even though common and often seen on 

flowers in Mt Canobolas SCA (below) it is not 

on the species list …yet.  

 
 

Orange Field Naturalist and Conservation 

Society Aims. 

Here is a refresher of the aims of the Society as 

listed in the constitution: 

• To hold public meetings to educate 

members and supporters about nature 

conservation. 

• To produce newsletters aimed at informing 

members and the public of the activities of 

the Association. 

• To organise field trips and working-bees 

aimed at studying and conserving 

Australia’s natural environment. 

• To conserve and replace native trees and 

other flora. 

• To monitor human impact on the natural 

environment and to advise public and 

private institutions of the environmental 

impact of their activities. 

• To enter joint activities with other groups 

sharing similar objects. 

 

Sightings around Orange…. and beyond 

If you see anything interesting, please email 

orangefieldnats@gmail.com or post it on 

Facebook.  

 

‘Things with Wings’  
 

Latham’s Snipe – 2 spotted by Nick at 

Ploughman’s Wetland. 

White-headed Stilts seen between Cudal and 

Canowindra by Nigel. 

Superb Parrots – seen several times at the 

Botanic Gardens by Leanne and at Cargo 

Quarry by Rosemary. 

Dollarbirds – 5 seen at TAFE Rural Studies by 

Cath and 1 at Borenore Caves by Rosemary. 

(Note the Cave walks are closed due to Covid 

but the picnic area is delightful). 

White-winged Choughs and Tawny 

Frogmouths (photo below) were seen nesting 

at the Botanic Gardens a few weeks ago by 

Leanne. She noticed that several species were 

being harassed by Noisy Miners. 

 
 

Leaden Flycatcher in Mullion SCA and an 

Olive-backed Oriole heard. 

Blue-faced Honeyeaters at Cyril’s Proteas. 

Sharp-tailed Sandpipers – at the dairy dam 

just west of Canowindra on the Eugowra Rd. 

And further west …….. 

Magpie Geese on the Gibbs Way south of 

Condo by Rosemary (photo below) and 

Budgerigars with fledged young being fed in 

Manna and Weelah State Forest west of Forbes. 

 

 
 

Orchids and a few plants 

Well what a season for orchids and native 

shrubs!!!!!! A selection of photos is included at 

the end of the newsletter. Many more have been 

posted on the Facebook page. 

 

Cargo Quarry had at least 8 species of orchids 

flowering in October with the best display being 

of Sun Orchids. There were also lilies and Hai 

spotted a Chocolate Lily with pure white 

flowers instead of the usual purple. 

 

Nigel and Hai have made many visits to 

Mullion SCA revelling in the plants. Nigel said 

‘It’s an orchid heaven’ while Hai has 

commented ‘There are so many beautiful 

flowers. Really a good reserve’. The Paterson’s 

Flag Lily (Patersonia sp.), species of 

everlasting daisies and a range of shrubs are all 

putting on a show.  

mailto:orangefieldnats@gmail.com
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On the orchid front they found all the ‘regular’ 

orchid species with patches of hundreds of Sun 

Orchids and lots of the small Caladenias and 

Glossodia major. A selection of Mullion Range 

SCA photos are at the end of the newsletter.  

 

Hai spotted an uncommon pink form of 

Thelymitra ixioides while Nigel found some 

Brown Beaks (Lyperanthus suaveolens), an 

unusual species, and two Spider orchid species  

(Caladenia atrovespa and C. clavigera). 

Perhaps in the next edition I’ll be able to report 

a successful outcome to Nigel’s quest for a 

‘flying duck’. 

 

Other sightings 

Scorpionfly, Order Mecoptera – seen at Cargo 

Quarry by Rosemary and identified by Murray. 

 

Shingleback – seen by Hai  (photo below) on 

two of his visits to the Fall's Lookout track in 

Mullion SCA.  

 
 

Jacky Lizard with injured tail seen by 

Rosemary (photo below) near the steps on the 

way to The Walls Lookout on Mt Canobolas. 

 
 

Errata: In the Mt Canobolas Update article of 

the September Newsletter the year for the initial 

proposal for the mountain bike track was stated 

as 2016 instead of 2014.

 
____________________________________ 

 

Annual Subscriptions. To join please send your cheque or money order made out to "OFNCS" to the 

Hon. Treasurer, Dr Dick Medd, OFNCS, PO Box 369 Orange NSW 2800.  

EFT payments to  BSB 802 129: Account 100014678:  

    O F N & Cons Soc Inc.  

Please be sure to identify payments with your name and send confirmation to 

orangefieldnats@gmail.com 

 

Subscription rates: 

Single member – $25     Concession rate (emailed newsletters) – $12.50 

Each additional family member – $5  Concession rate (printed newsletters) – $25  

Note: concession rate is for bona fide pensioners and students only 
_____________________________________ 

Sharing news in the newsletter or on Facebook.  

Please send newsletter contributions to orangefieldnats@gmail.com and Facebook photos and items to 

Jenny Pratten at gopratto2014@gmail.com 
 

This Newsletter is produced for OFNCS by the Editor, Rosemary Stapleton. Views expressed herein are not 

necessarily those of the Society. Items should not be reproduced without permission of the Editor. 

  

Orange Field Naturalist & Conservation Society acknowledge the traditional custodians of the land, including 

the people of the Wiradjuri Nation, and pay our respects to Elders past, present and future. 

 

Orange Field Naturalist & Conservation Society, PO Box 369, Orange, 2800  

orangefieldnats@gmail.com   www.orangefieldnats.com  www.facebook.com/ofncs/ 

mailto:orangefieldnats@gmail.com
mailto:orangefieldnats@gmail.coma
mailto:gopratto2014@gmail.com
mailto:orangefieldnats@gmail.com
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Orchids from the Local Area – some uncommon and some more common 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Clockwise from top left: 

1) Caladenia fitzgeraldii 

2) C. clavigera  

3) Thelymitra sp. 

4) T. ixioides, an unusual 

pink form 

5) Calochilus robertsonii 

6) Caladenia dimorpha  

Photos  

1, 5 – Rosemary Stapleton 

2, 3, 4 – Nigel Hobden 

6 – Hai Wu 

 

1 – Mt Canobolas 

2, 3, 4, 6 – Mullion SCA 

5 - Goobang NP 
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Biodiversity Survey Weddin Mountains National Park 

Nigel’s views of the park and the White-headed Stilts he saw near Cudal on his way to the survey. 
 

 

 


